
Lawzi returns with message for King 

AM M AN (Peuaj - Upper of Parliament (Senate) Speaker 
Ahmad A! Law* und an accompanyrng Senate delegation reiurneJhome 
an Sunday after a wx-day official vi«t to Spam upon an invitation bv his 
Spanish counterpart.. In an arrival statement. Mr. Lawzi said that he was 
carrying a menage to His Majesty Kin* Hussein from King Juan Carlos of 

f^T 3 ' 100 ° f -J hc Kin S and Mane His Majesty's 
htsionc role to formulate a unified Arab stand and enhance 1 Arab 
solidaniv. Mr. Lara said the Spanish officials whom the Senate 
dele-anon met with had expressed their full support of Jordans poliev and 

'j? e " d ^ 0UrS , 10 achiL ‘ ve 3 h' comprehensivepeace in 

the Middle East. They also voiced their appreciation of the positive 
resoJuttons adopted by the Nov Ml extraordinary Amman summit, 
tailing for an immediate end to the Iran-Iraq «- 3 r in implementation of the 
United Nations Security Council Resolution ft* and for holding an 
inicmational peace conference to establish peace in the Middle East along 
the lines of the U.N . Security Council Resolution 242 and 338. 
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Oman cautions 
against pressuring 
Iran over ceasefire 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf Arab 
states lack the means to pressure 
Iran into accepting a ceasefire 
with Iraq, an Omani minister said 
l ,riij v , in a magazine inlerview. "Press- 
r ure tools available to us as Arab 
states and especially Gulf coun- 
' tries are almost nil and we in the 
. Gulf have common interests with 
Iran,” Minister of State for Fore- 
• v - ign Affairs Yousef Ibn AJawi told 
" ’*• ■ A1 Moustakbal magazine. He 
said Arab Gulf states should not 
try to pressure Iran because that 
“would bring dangers on us and 
we believe "that we should not 
create enmity towards Iran and 
confrontation.” 

Syrian soldier 

- found shot dead 

BEIRUT (R) — The bullet-rid- 
dled body of a Syrian soldier was 
- • found on Sunday in west Beirut, 

. police sources said, in a new blow 
" to the Syrian military presence in 
the Lebanese capital’. The soldier 
had been shot eight times and his 
• rifle was missing, the sources 
• said. His body was discovered by 
civilians under a bridge in a 
crowded residential area of the 
-'■‘■V Syrian-controlled sector of the 
city. Syrian officials refused to 
comment. 

. Kuwait frees labour 

- leader on bail 


KUWAIT (R) - A Kuwaiti cri- 
ninal court ordered the release 
m bail of a leftist labour leader 
wrested two months ago on 
- -foatges of printing and distribut- 
. iog leaflets without a licence, 
.legal sources said on Sunday. 
They said Nasser A! Faraj, for- 
• mer* head of the Federation of 
Kuwaiti Workers, would be tried 
bo Dec. 27. Mr. Faraj was 
arrested on Oct. 9 for distribute 
leaflets attacking the presence o 
U.S. forces in the Gulf and the 
1986 suspension of Kuwait’s par- 
liament. 

Bangladesh president 
dissolves parliament 

DHAKA fR) — Bangladesh 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad. facing mounting protest 
against his sl\ years of rule, dis- 
solved parliament on Sunday, the 
*late television announced. It 
■ -aid in a terse late night broadcast 
jeneral Ershad tool; the derision 
n accordance with the consritu- 
ion. It gave no other details. 
Ruling Jatiya Party sources had 
aid Gen. Ershad might dissolve 
he 300-meraber parliament and 
all fresh elections to defuse 
•pposition to his rule. 

ran releases 8 
-ebanese prisoners 

UCOSIA (R) — Iran freed eight 
-ebanese prisoners of war 
PoWs") captured on the Iran-Iraq 
/arfrant and they, left for home 
rith a Lebanese' Sunni Muslim 
’ ader, Iran's official news agency 
RNA reported on Sunday. The 
gency said the prisoners were 
anded over to Sheikh Saed Sha- 
wn, who had asked Iranian 
resident Ali Khamenei for their 
flease, at Tehran's international 

upon. 
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King and Mubarak 
review Arab efforts 
and issues before 
superpower summit 

By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein paid a brief 
visit to Cairo on Sunday and held talks with 
Egyptian President Mubarak on the latest 
developments in the Arab and international 
scenes and topics believed related to Middle 
East conflicts which would be discussed by 
the superpower summit that begins today in 
Washington. 



His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak are 
greeted with flowers at a welcome ceremony at Cairo airport upon the 


arrival there on Sunday of His Majesty on a brief visit for talks t right) 
with the Egyptian president (Petra photos) 


The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, said the King and President 
Mubarak reviewed Arab and in- 
ternational developments in the 
light of contacts pursued by His 
Majesty in the wake of the Nov. 
S-Il extraordinary Arab summit 
held in Amman. 

The Kins also reviewed his 


efforts to settle Arab differences 
during his talks with President 
Hosni Mubark, an Egyptian 
spokesman indicated. 

The two leaders, meeting for 
the second time in under three 
weeks, held two hours of talks at 
Cairo’s Kubbeh presidential 
guest palace. 


But, asked if they discussed the 
King's efforts to speed up the 
normalisation of ties between 
Syria and Iraq. Egyptian in- 
formation Minister Safwat Sherif 
said their frequent talks “always 
have at the top of the agenda 
discussion of all issues which con- 
cern the achievement of recon- 
ciliation and .Arab solidarity." 

Egypt wanted to forge Arab 
solidarity in (he interests of the 
Arab World, Mr. Sherif told re- 
porters. 

The two leaders also discussed 
Monday’s summit between U.S. 
President Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev, whom 
Mr. Mubarak has urged to step 


up efforts to get an international 
Middle East peace conference 
convened. 

King Hussein, answering a 
shouted question on their ex- 
pectations from the Washington 
summit, said: "We have to wait 
for the outcome." Reuter re- 
ported. 

The King and President 
Mubarak also discussed bilateral 
relations and cooperation during 
their talks which were attended 
by Pri.ne Minister Zaid Rifai and 
his Egyptian counterpart Atef 
Sedki. Mr. Rjfai and Dr. Sedki 
briefed the two leaders on the 
outcome of the meetings of the 


Joint Jordanian-Egyptian Higher 
Committee which concluded in 
Cairo on Friday. Mr. Rifai flew to 
Cairo on Thursday to attend the 
meeting at the head of a high- 
level delegation which included 
several Cabinet members. The 
ministers returned home on Sun- 
day but the prime minister stayed 
on in Cairo to attend the talks 
between the King and President 
Mubarak and returned home with 
His Majesty. 

In addition to Mr. Rifai, the 
King's talks with President 
Mubarak were attended by 
Armed Forces Commander-in- 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif /Laid 
Ibn Shaker and Court Minister 


Adnan Abu Odeh as well as the 
Jordanian ambassador to Efivpt., 
Mr. Hussein Hamami. On" the 
Egyptian side, the talks were 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Defence .Minister Field 
Marshal Abdul Halim Abu Gha- 
zala. Foreign Minister Esmai 
Abdul Mecuid. Mr. Mubarak's 
political advisor Dr. Osama A1 
Baz. and the Egyptian ambassa- 
dor to Jordan. Mr. Ihab Wahbe. 

Upon his return home later 
Sunday, the King was received at 
the airport by* Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Wahab A! Ma- 
jali. Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ibn Zaid and senior Royal 
Court and government officials. 


ranians attack two 
, set one ablaze 



BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Re- 
taliating for Iraq! raids on its own 
oil shipping. Iran launched un- 
usually devastating gunboat 
attacks Sunday on rwo neutral- 
flag tankers in’ the Gulf, killing a 
sailor aboard one and forcing the 
crew of another to abandon their 
burning ship. 

The" latter, a Singapore-flag 
vessel loaded with highly volatile 
naphtha, was blazing m the Strait 
of Hormuz, with flames still visi- 
ble from kilometres away several 
hours after the attack. " 

The raids were typical of Iran's 
blow-for-blow reprisals against 
neutral vessels for the Iraqi air 
strikes against Iran's own oil ship- 
ping. Baghdad has claimed five 
such raids in the past nine days, 
and the Iranian attacks were the 
second and third during that 
time. 

Regional shipping sources 
quoted by AP and Reuter said 
20-metre’ flames were leaping 
along half the length of the 
85, 1 29-tonne Singapore-flag Nor- 
man Atlantic, hit as it sailed into 
the Strait of Hormuz on its way 
out of the Gulf on Sunday. 

Its highly inflammable cargo of 
Kuwaiti" naphtha, a liquid gas. 
could ignite, they said. 

“The" size of the fire means that 
the ship's cargo is burning and it 
could explode when the heat is 
high enough.” one source told 
Reuter, "ft will not be an easy 
job for salvage tugs to handle.” 

Earlier, one crewman was kil- 
led and another seriously injured 
when Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards fired at least sue rocket- 
propelled grenades at the Danish- 
flag Estelle Maersk just off 
Dubai. 

In Copenhagen, a spokesman 
for the A.P. Moeller Company, 
owners of the Danish-fhg Maersk 
fleet, said the ship had been 


challenged by an Iranian warship 
about two hours earlier and 
allowed to proceed with a “bon 
voyage." 

Reports of damage to the 
Estelle Maersk varied. Shipping 
sources said it was riddled by six 
rocket-propelled grenades, which 
caused a small fire, and some 
accounts described “air bursts" 
that sprayed shrapnel. 

The Moeller spokesman 
quoted the captain as saying a 
gunboat of unknown nationality 
had fired 25 shells into the star- 
board side and also opened up 
with machine guns. 

AP photographer Greg En- 
glish, who saw the ship late, said 
the only visible damage was to a 
bridge window. 

The shipping sources said rite 
sailor who died apparently bled 
to death from severe shrapnel 
wounds after a helicopter sent 
from Dubai crashed on the deck, 
delaying evacuation of the in- 
jured. There were no casualties in 
the crash, they said. 

English said the helicopter's 
tail rotor apparently hit some 
steel piping on the deck as it tried 
to land. "The tail had dis- 
appeared from the helicopter and 
was hanging off the deck, the 
main rotor was broken, and the 
right side of the cockpit was 
smashed.” English reported. 

Dubai-based Aero Gulf, the 
charter firm that owned the heli- 
copter. issued a statement saying 
the pilot, who was not identified, 
committed “an error of judge- 
ment." 

The Estelle Maersk, commis- 
sioned only three months ago, 
was on its first trip into the Gulf 
and had picked up a cargo of gas 
oil at the Saudi port of Jubail. It 
was expected to sail again after 
anchoring overnight at Dubai, 
the Moeller spokesman said. 


que 
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Morphy assails Soviets 
and says Gulf war high 
on superpower agenda 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — A 
senior American official has ac- 
cused the Soviet Union of hinder- 
ing efforts to end the Gulf war 
which he said would be a major 
topic at the U.S. -Soviet summit 
startins on Monday. 

"We regret that in recent 
months, in our opinion, we have 
not seen any support from the 
Soviet Union to back efforts to 
achieve peace.” the U-S. assis- 
tant sccretarv of state for Middle 
East affairs! Richard Murphy, 
told Saudi Arabia’s Al Riyadh 

newspaper. 

Mr. Murphy said the United 
States would tie frank in express- 
in® its distress and concern over 


the situation during the talks be- 
tween President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

"We will discuss the con- 
tinuous efforts by Iran in disdain 
of United Nations Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 598,” he told the 

newspaper in an interview pub- 
lished on Sunday. 

“We will say that the Soviet 
Union’s help to Iran in its 
attempts to hinder diplomatic 
efforts in the United Nations does 
not assist the issue.” 

He said Washington would tell 
Moscow it was determined to 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq 

apologises 
for mistaken 
bombing of 
Saudi island 

BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
on Sunday admitted its air force 
had struck by mistake a Saudi 
Arabian island in the Gulf, and 
officially apologised for the 
“navigational error." 

The kingdom said it considered 
the matter closed. 

Regional shipping sources, 
who first disclosed the bombing, 
said they thought some Saudi 
troops had been injured or killed. 
But Riyadh said there was no loss 
of life and no damage. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
uoted Chief Air Marshal Hamid 
aaban as saying: "Iraqi air 
force jets were canying out their 
duties over the Arab Gulf and as 
a result of a navigational error, a 
missile fell from one of the jets on 
the Saudi island of Arabiya." 

The air force commander 
added: ".Although it is a well 
known fact that "such errors are 
technically possible, we express 
our profound regret and apology 
to our brothers in Saudi Arabia, 
with whom we are linked with the 
strongest ties based on the princi- 
ples "of Islam and pan-Arab 
brotherhood." 

Gulf-based shipping sources 
had said the Iraqi jets apparently 
mistook Arabiya for Farsi Island, 
which Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards use as a launching pad for 
speedboat attacks on neutral 
shipping in the Gulf. 

Tne sources said at least one 
person was injured in the attack 
on the tinv island, SO kilometres 
off the Saudi coast and 32 
kilometres south of Farsi. 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy' (SPA) quoted a Ministry of 
Defence source as saying the inci- 
dent "did not amount tcranything 
more than the fall of one sHell by 
mistake on a Saudi island last 
Friday. No losses in life or facili- 
ties resulted." 

He added that the "necessary 
contacts" took place between the 
two governments, and both re- 
garded the incident as closed- 
The Arabiya Island is on the 
edge of an Iraqi-declared zone 
where Baghdad had warned that 
it will attack any ships trading 
with Iran. On Friday, Iraq re- 
ported air raids on what it said 
were ships serving Iran at 7.10 
a.m. (0410 GMT) and 12.10 p.m. 
(0910 GMT). 

Shipping sources speculated 
that the Iraqi jets were apparent- 
ly frying to hit a ship when the 
Saudi island was bombed. 

The United States has accused 
Iran of using Farsi Island as a 
base for boats that harass ship- 
ping as well as lay mines in the 
Gulf and Iraq has bombed it on 
several occasions. 


Liberals warn Thatcher of imminent 
‘human catastrophe’ in occupied lands 


By Salameh B. Ne'matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Lord Winchilsea, 
head of a British Liberal Party 
delegation which visited Jordan 
and the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, Sunday warned Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe of a dramatic worsening in 
the situation in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories. 

"The delegation hea'rd and saw 
compelling evidence of a rapid 
slide towards an uncontrollable 
and violent confrontation be- 
tween the unarmed inhabitants of 
the occupied territories and 
Israeli occupation troops," the 
Liberal Party warned Mrs. 
Thatcher in an urgent appeal to 
be delivered to 10, Downing 
Street, today on the eve of a 
meeting between Mrs. Thatcher 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Lord Winchilsea warned the 
prime minister that “there is a 
new and immediate danger of a 
human catastrophe leading to the 
deaths of thousands of innocent 
people." An advance copy of the 
message was made available to 
the Jordan Times on Sunday. 

"The delegation saw over- 
whelming evidence of the bitter- 
ness created by what one leadin' 
UNRWA (United Nations Relie 
and Works Agency) official 


termed ‘military occupation in its 
full meaning. Everyday activities 
of family life are under light 
military supervision and frequent 
interference’,” the message said. 

Addressing Mrs. Thatcher, the 
earl of Winchilsea and Notting- 
ham wrote: "I want to convey to 
you, with the utmost urgency, 
pleas made to me by ambassa- 
dors, senior United Nations staff 
and other European and Amer- 
ican residents in the area, for 
immediate action to prevent a 
human catastrophe on a scale that 
will dwarf Sabra and Shatila." 

He said his delegation was 
warned about the growing dan- 
gers of immediate large-scale vio- 
lence. The delegation summa- 
rised the dangers as follows: 

— A serious deterioration in 
the relationship between the 
occupying military forces and the 
unarmed" civilian and refugee 
population of the area over the 
past 18 months. "The deteriora- 
tion in the relationship between 
the two sides, which I and my 
delegation were able to confirm 
for ourselves by visits to the 
refugee camps, hospitals, schools 
and universities, and to the Israeli 
Knesset has led to protest by the 
civilian population which is being 
put down by frequently lethal 
response from the occupation 
forces," the message said. 

— An intensifying despair on 
the parr of the oixupied people. 


based on a perception that their 
plight is being forgotten, even as 
those basic rights conferred on all 
human beings by the U.N. Char- 
ter, are being more and more 
seriously eroded by the occupying 
military forces, and by Israeli 
administrative regulations and 
law. 

— A lack of faith, based on 40 
years of failure, that any of the 
current external efforts will 
achieve a political solution. "The 
likely outcome, according to our 
inforinants and our own "findings 
is some form of unarmed civilian 
uprising by the people of the 
occupied zones, leading to mas- 
sive loss of life and "a forced 
exodus into other areas. Our loc- 
al informants warned us that they 
have never known the area so 
tense, nor the imminence of an 
explosion predictable." A senior 
U.N. official described the 
atmosphere as one of "tangible 
hatred," the message said. 

In his letter. Lord Winchilsea 
appealed to Mrs. Thatcher to 
“ask the Israeli government to 
take control of the military 
forces, who often appeared to us 
to be ill-disciplined and insecure, 
and more immediately to reduce 
the dav-io-dav harassment of the 
people of the occupied areas.” 

Lord Winchilsea proposed to 
the British prime minister that 

(Continued on page 3) 


Today’s Soviet-British summit to 
focus on arms control beyond INF 


LONDON (Agencies) — British 
Prime Minister MaTgaret Thatch- 
er and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev will hold a short dress 
rehearsal for the Washington 
summit on Monday, looking 
beyond the superpowers' 
medium-range missile treaty to 
the next step in arms control. 

Mr. Gorbachev's decision to 
stop in Britain on his way to 
Washington underlined Mrs. 
Thatcher’s unique position as 
both America's closest ally and 
the European leader he knows 
and trusts best. 

Thatcher aides disclosed 
that she intends to make the most 
of her intermediary role by put- 
ting forward a new proposal on 
"Star Wars." space-based anti- 
missile defences, designed to lead 
to a strategic weapons agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Gorbachev will fly into 
Royal Air Force base Brize Nor- 
ton, about 125 kilometres west of 
London, late on Monday morn- 
ing, for what Soviet Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Gennady 
Gerasimov described as both a 
refuelling stop and an opportun- 
ity for a" fuelling of ideas. 

During two hours of talks, in- 
cluding a lunch of Scottish salmon 


in the officers' mess. Mrs. 
Thatcher will put to him her ideas 
on the issues he will discuss at 
greater length during four meet- 
ings with Mr. Reagan from Tues- 
day to Thursday. 

While they confer, his wife 
Raisa, wrhose elegance and poise 
has brought her widespread 
attention, will visit a nearby 
school and see five and seven- 
year-olds perform a traditional 
nativity play about Christ's birth 
in a stable. 

The Soviet and British leaders 
will follow an agenda covering a 
wide range of international issues 
and concerns, including human 
rights, the Gulf war. arms control 

and Afghanistan. 

Bui with the signing in the 
White House on Tuesday of an 
historic intermediate range 
weapons (INF) treaty to rid 
Europe of more than 1,000 shor- 
ter- and medium-range missiles. 
British officials said the thrust 
will be on further arms control 
steps. 

Mrs. Thatcher responded last 
week to a request from Mr. 
Reagan to his allies for sugges- 
tions for his talks with Mr. Gor- 
bachev with a letter expressing 
strong support for the INF treaty, 


which has also been backed by 
NATO and the European Com- 
munity. 

The Washington summit is Mr. 
Gorbachev's first major foreign 
policy success 

“New thinking demands 
changes in priorities. The meet- 
ing in Washington in essence 
strengthens its first success by 
way of a treaty.” the Soviet Gov- 
ernment newspaper izvestia said 
on Saturday. 

"New thinking” is the phrase 
used by Mr. Gorbachev to en- 
capsulate a Soviet foreign policy 
shift which has so far brought a 
flowering of initiatives but Little 
real change to geo-politics and 
the East-West balance of forces. 

In Washington, Mr. Reagan 
says he hopes Nlr. Gorbachev will 
get a sense of American freedom 
during the Dec. 7-10 summit, but 
tight security and a busy schedule 
assure the Soviet leader will see 
little of it. 

"It's one of my deepest hopes 
that during this, his firs! visit to 
America, Mr. Gorbachev will 
have an opportunity to sense 
something of the dignity and 
power of human liberty," Mr. 
Reagan said in his weekly radio 
speech on Saturday. 


Settler 
stabbed 
to death 
in Gaza 

GAZA CITY. Occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — An unknown 
assailant. hclieu-J To be a Palesti- 
nian. fatal!) M.ihbeJ an Krjeii 
settler on Su nda> in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, the nuiil.iry and a 
hospital spoke- nun said. 

Soldiers responded h\ -Ailth 
clamping a curfew at the attack 
site. Palestine Square, the down- 
town hub ot Gaza. City, and 
cordoning off the area with 
barbed wire, the military and 
witnesses said. 

An army spokesman said the 
attack appeared to be the work of 
a Palestinian. 

The victim was rushed to near- 
by Al Akhii hospital where he 
was pronounced Je.id shortly af- 
ter the attack, added the spokes- 
man who declined to elaborate. 

The Palestine Press Service 
identified the \ ictm; was a Jewish 
settler and that the attack occur- 
red at 14:15 (12:15 GMT) outside 
a branch of the Israeli Bank 
Hapoalim in Gaza, a city of about 
100.000 Palestinians. 

It was the second attack on 
Israelis in the occupied territories 
in two days, including an attemp- 
ted roadside bombing Saturday ot 
an automobile driven by right- 
wing Rabbi and legislator. Elicz- 
er Waldman. 

After the stabbing, witnesses 
said soldiers forced dozens of 
shops in Gaza shut at gunpoint 
and detained at least 20 Palesti- 
nian men lor questioning, AP 
reported. 

In August. Israel’s military 
police commander in Gaza was 
shot dead and troops placed the 
area under curfew for three days. 

Gaza City is the main city of 
the crowded Gaza Strip which 
borders on Egypt and is home to 
about bOU.UUU Palestinian re- 
fugees and several thousand Jew- 
ish settlers. It is :\ frequent site of 
Israeli-Arab violence. 

Tensions have heightened in 
the area since a 1 7-year-old 
Palestinian school girl was shot 
dead during an anti-Israeli pro- 
test last month near the Deir Al 
Baiah refugee camp in Gaza. 

Police on Friday detained four 
Israeli settlers suspected of in- 
volvement in the shooting. 

Israeli news reports said at 
least one of the men was sus- 
pected of firing the fatal shot in 
retaliation for Palestinian 
stoning. 

In a related incident. Palesti- 
nians detonated a roadside bomb 
Saturday shattering the wind- 
shield or legislator Wald man's car 
as he passed the village of 
Halhou! in the occupied "West 
Bank. 

Waldman. of the ultra-right- 
wing Tehivu Parly, is among the 
founders of the West Bank settle- 
ment. Kiryat Arba. 

In Damascus, two Palestinian 
groups separately claimed re- 
sponsibility lor the bomb attack 
on Waldman. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine, led by 
George Hubash. said on Sunday 
its men blew up Waldman s car in 
retaliation for his “aggressive 
provocations against Palestinian 
masses in the" occupied rerri- 
tories." 

The pro-Syrian dissident Fateh 
faction, led by Abu Mousa, said 
one of its men attacked the car 
with hand grenades. 

Both groups said rhe car was 
damaged and its occupants 
wounded. 
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U.S. reportedly dissuades 
Israel against strikes on 


Syrian, Palestinian targets 


(A P) — The U.S. administration has 
dissuaded Israel three times over the past few days 
from carrying out a military strike against Syrian 
and Palestinian targets inside Syrian territory, a 
Kuwaiti newspaper reported Sunday. 


in a Washington dispatch, the 
daily A I Rai A! Aam, quoted 
sources at the Middle East sec- 
tion of the State Department as 
saving that U.S. President 

Ronald Reagan's administration 
had "strongly rejected... re- 
quests" by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to get the 
go-ahead signal to launch aerials 
strikes against Syria. 

The administration made its 
decision "on the grounds that 
such Israeli attacks would demol- 
ish peace efforts in the Middle 
East and even sabotage the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit," 
said the paper quoting the 
sources. It did not identify the 
sources further. 

Mr. Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev are scheduled 
to begin their summit talks in 
Washington on Monday. 

There have been widespread 
reports that Tsrael would launch a 
strike in retaliation for the recent 
hang-glider attack by Palestinian 
commandos. 

A1 Rai A1 Aam said the Israeli 
counterstrike is prepared and has 
the codename "the arrow." It 
would involve an air blitz on 
Syria's Soviet surface-to-air mis- 
sile batteries near Damascus and 
the Lebanese border and on its 
surface-to-surface missiles as well 
as the bases in Syria and in east 


Lebanon’s Bakaa Valley of the 
Palestinian group that claimed 
responsibility. 

A! Rai A1 Aam's sources added 
that Washington endorsed Israeli 
strikes against Palestinian targets 
inside Lebanon but Israel consi- 
dered such strikes "insufficient.” 


4 took part in raid 


Meanwhile the Palestinian who 
led the hang glider attack against 
Israel last month was quoted as 
telling a British Sunday newspap- 
er in Damascus that the operation 
proved guerrillas can successfully 
attack Israeli targets without de- 
tection. 

'‘Unless they build a wall in the 
sky, or surround their territory 
with nets, they can never be sure 
of safety." the 23-year-old 
Palestinian who calls himself Abu 
Thayer was quoted as telling the 
Observer. 

Six Israeli soldiers were killed 
and seven wounded when Palesti- 
nian commandos infiltrated 
northern Israel on motorised 
hang gliders on Nov. 25 and 
carried out the bloodiest attack 
inside Israel in nearly a decade. 

The Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine-General 
Command (PFLP-GC). a Syrian- 
based splinter group of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
headed by Ahmad Jibnl, issued a 


communique in Damascus taking 
responsibility for the attack. 

“The beauty of the hang-glider 
is that it cannot be detected by 
radar — it is just like an innocent 
sparrow," Abu Thayer was 
quoted as telling Observer cbrres- 
pondent Shyam Bhatia in an in- 
terview in the Damascus office of 
the PFLP-GC. 

He insisted that four men took 
part in the mission, not three as 
Israel reported. One man was 
killed in the attack on the Gibor 
military camp and a second was 
shot as he was leaving Israeli 
airspace and died from his 
wounds the following morning, 
just across the border in Leba- 
non, he was quoted as saying. 

Abu Thayer was quoted as 
saying he and his companions 
flew at a height of 3.000 feet (909 
metres) , flying over “five or six” 
Israeli radars without being de- 
tected. When they landed on a 
field of dry thorns, he was quoted 
as saying, there was no sign of 
military activity even though 
Israel claims an alert had been 
sounded. 

"Once we landed safely, our 
strategy was to form two groups, 
one to penetrate the camp and 
the other for back-up,” Abu 
Thayer was quoted as saying. 

Two members of the group, 
known under the names of Abo 
Rami and Abu Hassan, led the 
attack while the other two, Abu 
Thayer and Abu Ali, provided 
covering fire. All were armed 
with Kalashnikov rifles and gre- 
nades, “enough to kill a thousand 
soldiers,” Abu Thayer was 
quoted as saying. 


Iran said to have offered deal to free Waite 


LONDON (AP) — The Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini offered to arrange 
the release of Church of England 
envoy Terry Waite from captivity 
in Lebanon in return for £2.75 
million (£4.94 million) and Bri- 
tain’s promise to resume arms 
sales to Iran, the Sunday Express 
reported. 

The offer was m3de to un- 
named French officials to be re- 
layed to the British government, 
the newspaper said "in a report 
attributed to unnamed senior Ira- 


qi intelligence sources in Paris. 

However, it said "the deal fell 
flat because of Britain's absolute 
refusal... to give in to terrorist 
blackmail. It is not even certain 
the French relayed the offer to 
London.” 

A spokesman for. Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher said Satur- 
day night that the government 
was “not aware of any offer or 
proposal whatever.” 

Mr. Waite, personal repre- 
sentative of the Archbishop of 


Canterbury, spiritual leader of 
the world’s Anglicans, dis- 
appeared in Beirut on Jan. 20. No 
group has claimed responsibility 
for kidnapping him. 

A spokesman for Archbishop 
Roben Runcie said the church 
was not aware of any offer for 
Mr. Waite's release. 

"Terry's express wish was that 
no deals should be done on his 
behalf," said the spokesman, 
speaking anonymously in keeping 
with British custom. 


Peres, Eban to testify at Vanumi trial 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Judges ruled 
Sunday that Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and lawmaker Abba 
Eban must testify at the trial of 
Mordediai Vanunu, a former 
nuclear technician accused of 
spilling Israel's nuclear secrets, 
the defence said. 

In a closed-door session, a 
three-judge panel ruled by major- 
ity vote to accept a defence re- 


quest to subpoena the two offi- 
cials. said Avigdor Feldman, 
Vanunu’s attorney. 

“This ruling means Peres and 
Eban must testify,” Feldman told 
the Associated Press following 
Sunday's court session. 


Israel's nuclear capability, he 
answered: “probably.” 


Feldman said he could not 
elaborate on what issues Peres 
and Eban would testify. Asked if 
they would be questioned on 


Vanunu. 33, is charged with 
treason and espionage for telling 
the Sunday Times of 1 London that 
Israel manufactures nuclear 
weapons and for providing de- 
tailed information based on his 10 
years at the Dimona nuclear facil- 
ity in Israel's Negev desert 


Paris paid 
$5m for 
hostages, 


Iran seeks fighters, spares on world arms market 


By John Fullerton 

Reuter 


paper says 


LONDON (R) — France paid a 
$5 million ransom for two French 
hostages released from Lebanon 
last month. Britain’s Observer 
newspaper said on Sunday. 

It said Paris had also agreed to 
full repayment of a $1.3 billion 
loan made by the former shah of 
Iran, a dampdown on -Iranian 
opposition activities in France 
and a gradual withdrawal of 
French forces from the Gulf to 
obtain the release of three other 
French hostages still in Lebanon. 

The claims, attributed to 
sources in Paris and the Middle 
East, contrast with repeated 
assurances by French Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac that 
France did not pay for the release 
of journalists Roger Auque and 
Jeaii-Louis Normandin on Nov. 
27. 

In Paris, a French Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman rejected 
the Observer report, saying Mi. 
Chirac had already denied the 
allegations. 

“He said clearly there had been 
no ransom.” she said. “We cate- 
gorically deny these reports.” 

Speculation that France had 
struck a deal to free the hostages 
was fuelled two days after their 
release when Paris sent home an 
Iranian translator suspected of 
involvement in bombing cam- 
paigns in the French capital. He 
was exchanged for France’s con- 
sul general in Tehran. 


The Observer said $2 million of 
the ransom money was paid 
directly to the hostages’ captors 
and three million was promised to 
the families of Iranian Revolu- 
tionary Guards killed in a French 
retaliatory attack on the 
Lebanese town of Baalbek four 
vears ago. 


North Yemen, 
Libya boost 
cooperation 


BEIRUT (R) .— North Yemeni 
Prime Minister Abdul Aziz 
Abdul Ghahi has ended four days 
of talks in Libya with an agree- 
ment to boost cooperation. 

The official Libyan News 
Agency JANA, monitored in 
Beirut, said a communique was 
issued in Tripoli and Sanaa on 
Sunday on meetings of the 

Higher Arab Libyan-Yemeni 
Committee.” 


The committee, comprising 17 
members of the North Yemeni 
cabinet and Libya’s General Peo- 
ple’s Committee, held its second 
round of talks in Tripoli ending 
on Saturday, when Mr. Abdul 
Gbani left the Libyan capital. 

The first round was held in 
Sanaa in April 19S5. 


NICOSIA — Iran is urgently 
seeking fighter aircraft and mis- 
siles on the world arms market as 
it mobilises for a new offensive in 
its seven-year war against Iraq, 
military analysts said. 

They told’ Reuters they be- 
lieved Tehran desperately needed 
combat aircraft and spares to 
keep the planes flying. 

“I suspect they would like to 
put together an effective air de- 
fence capability,” said Don Kerr 
of the London-based Internation- 
al Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS). 

The United Arab Emirates dai- 
ly AJ Ittihad said on Saturday that 
Iran bad acquired an unspecified 
number of Soviet-built warplanes 
and 100 Chinese anti-ship mis- 
siles. 

Mr. Kerr and other military 
experts think Iran's shopping list 
must include planes, missiles and 
radar to challenge Iraq’s domi- 
nance in the air and shield 
Tehran’s troops and warships.. 

The Iranian search for weapons 
has been highlighted by reports of 
black-market deals involving 
Israel and France. 

Israel is said to have sold mil- 
lions of dollars worth of explo- 
sives and arms to Tehran through 
a Swedish middleman between 
1984 and 1986. 

In Paris, Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua has dismissed 


accusations in Britain and the 
United States that France had 
bought the freedom of two of its 
hostages in Lebanon. 

He said France had neither 
paid ransom nor delivered any 
arms to Iran. The two Frenchmen 
were freed on Nov. 27. 

The United States sold arms to 
Iran last year, securing the re- 
lease of two Americans kidnap- 
ped in Lebanon in a scandal 
which severely shook Ronald 
Reagan's presidency. 

In’ an interview published in 
Kuwait's A1 Qabas newspaper on 
Saturday, U.S. Assistant Secret- 
ary of State Richard Murphy pre- 
dicted that the United Nations 
would impose an arms embargo 
on Iran to force it to accept a 
ceasefire. 

Defence analysts said Iran 
takes a long-term view of its war 
machine and is building up its 
own arms industries. 

It could make much of its own 
ammunition and manufacture 
most basic infantry weapons. 
Tehran says it has begun work on 
simple rocketry and missile gui- 
dance systems. 

But some advanced weapons it 
needed quickly could only be 
bought abroad, the experts said. 

The air force has proved Iran's 
Achilles heel. While it has men 
and motivation, Tehran has 
found it increasingly difficult to 
keep its warplanes in the air. 

In air power. Iran has two 
options: To develop air defences 


against Iraqi planes or to beef up 
dose air cover for its troops and 
warships. 

For air support, it relies heavily 
on dwindling numbers of the 
elderly F-5s and F4s, the analysts 
said. 

“They don’t have too many of 
either. I suspect they've had to 
cannibalise both fleets," Mr. 
Kerr said. 

Cannibalising meant stripping 
parts from one or more aircraft to 
keep sister planes flying. “Once 
you start, the number of planes 
goes down and down,” Mr. Kerr 
said. 

For air defence, Iran would 
want spares and engines for its 10 
F-14s Tomcat fighters, as well as 
Phoenix air-to-air missiles to arm 
them. Whether it could acquire 
them is another matter. 

“The only user of the Tomcat is 
the U.S. Navy and Iranians vir- 
tually would have to burgle an 
American base to get hold of 
what they want for the aircraft,” 
Mr. Kerr said. 

“Spares have been a problem 
throughout the war. There is the 
story that Israel had sold Iran 
second-hand aircraft tyres.” 

Mr Kerr said aircraft engines 
would be a priority. They needed 
to be replaced every 1,000 to 
2,000 flying hours. Without re- 
placement engines, planes would 
be grounded. 

Nick Cook, aviation editor of 
Jane's Defence Weekly, said he 
believed Iran was desperate for 


aircraft spare parts. 

There were reports that Iran * 
took delivery of six British-built 
air defence radars last year, that a 
contract for the Plessey Watch- 
man Surveillance Radar had been 
Signed and that 50 Chinese J-7s, a 
derivative of the MiG-21, had 
been ordered. Ail pointed to 
attempts to upgrade air defences. 

Mr. Cook said parts for the 
Phantom F-4 were not hard to 
find in the Middle East. But the 
Tomcat would pose a major prob- 
lem. and its radar and weapons 
system would be hard to track 
down. 

Analysts said Iran’s admirals 
would need to focus on fast attack 
craft (FACs) if they wanted to : 
prepare the- navy to face the • 
foreign warships now assembled 
in the Gulf. 

James McCoy, IISS naval in- 
formation officer, said Iran was 
likely to concentrate on its seven 
or eight serviceable French-built 
Combattante n FACs and seek 
the Harpoon anti-shipping mis- 
siles the boats were designed to 
carry. 

“It has to be the priority,” he 
said. 

Joseph AJpher. of the Jaffee 
Institute for Strategic Studies in 
TeL.Aviv, said Iran did shady 
. deals as well as buying arms from 
respectable people. 

“What they desperately need is 
combat aircraft and spare parts „ 
for tanks and helicopters,” he 
said. 
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Sudanese 
forces kill 
200 rebels 


KHARTOUM. Sudan (AP) — 
Sudanese army troops killed 
some 200 southern rebels in 
hand-to-hand fighting with knives 
and daggers at a location near a 
rebel-occupied town, a daily 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

A1 Sivassa said 144 troops en- 
gaged the rebels Friday in a battle 
one kilometre away from Kur- 
muk, which is occupied by the 
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA). It said they re- 
took the area of the battle but not 
the .town. 

The paper made no mention of 
losses to government troops ' " 

On Nov. 12, the SPLA overran 
Kurmuk, 592 kilometres east of 
the capital and a strategic spot 
because of its proximity to the Er 
Roseires Dam, Sudan’s main 
electricity supplier 144 kilometres 
away. 

The SPLA claimed in a radio 
report earlier this week that it 
repulsed a government attack on 
Kurmuk and destroyed two bri- 
gades. It said it had begun a push 
toward Damazin. 

Another Khartoum daily said 
the government imposed an idefi- 
nite nighttime curfew on the 
towns of Er Roseires and neigh- 
bouring Damazin, banning traffic 
between 5 p.m. and 6 a.m. as of 
Saturday. 


Iranian rebels establish hospital in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iran's main 
opposition Mujahedeen Khalq 
has established a modern hospital 
in Iraq to treat its fighters injured 
in operations against Iran. 

Reporters met dozens of the 
group's National Liberation 
Army (NLA) fighters on a guided 
tour of the hospital, staffed by 
exiled Iranian doctors and nurse, 
near the capital Baghdad. 

"The hospital, established... in 
June this year, has treated hun- 
dreds of fighters injured in diffe- 


rent operations against (Iran's 
.spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah) Khomeini’s forces," a 
woman doctor said. 

“We treat Iranian army prison- 
ers of war. who our fighters cap- 
ture during attacks on enemy 
bases, the same way we treat our 
own injured fighters.” she added. 

Mujahedeen Khalq has re- 
ported stepping up operations 
against Iran's forces on both sides 
of its border in recent months. 

A spokesman for the group 


told Reuters on Sunday that the 
NLA had killed or wounded 
S.450 Iranian troops and taken 
865 prisoner in 99 attacks on 
government bases since January. 

The last reported attack was on 
Friday when Mujahedeen Khalq 
said the NLA attacked bases in 
Iran's Khuzestan province, killing 
80 troops, wounding 143 and cap- 
turing 29. ■ 

Independent confirmation of 
NLA operations is not usually 
possible. 


EC urges U.N. to enforce Gulf arms embargo 


COPENHAGEN (R) - Euro- 
pean Community leaders called 
on the United Nations on Satur- 
day to take immediate action to 
force Iran and Traq to a ceasefire 
in the Gulf war. 

Diplomats said the call, in a 
statement on the Middle East 
issued at the end of the 
Copenhagen summit, referred to 
the idea of an aims embargo 
against whichever country re- 
sisted the truce. 


enforce its implementation by 
means of a follow-up resolution." 

Diplomats said the reference to 
the need for action now was 
inserted at the insistence of Bri- 
tain, which is one of the strongest 
supporters of an arms embargo to 
force Iran to accept the ceasefire. 

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the EC leaders repeated their 


backing for an international 
peace conference under U.N. au- > » 
spices and voiced concern about — — 
human rights and living condi- 
tions in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The leaders also issued a joint 
plea Saturday for a Soviet troop 
withdrawal from Afghanistan by 
the end of next year. 
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Expressing their profound con- 
cern over the continuation of the 
war and their continued support 
for a U.N. Security Council re- 
solution demanding a ceasefire, 
the 12 EC member states said: 


“Continued non-compliance 
with this mandatory resolution is 
not acceptable to the world com- 
munity and the appropriate ac- 
tion should now be taken to 


Mauritania executes 3 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Three 
military officers were executed on 
Sunday morning in Mauritania 
for plotting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of President Maaouya 
Sid'ahmed Ould Taya, judicial 
sources said. 

The three black officers were 
accused of conspiring against the 
Arab-dominated government of 
this north west African nation. 

The trio — Lieutenant Ba 
Seydi, commander of Nouak- 


chott's naval base. Lieutenant 
Sarr Amadou and Lieutenant Sy 
Saidou, both members of the 
army staff — died before a firing 
squad in the capital Nouakchott" 
the sources said. 


They were sentenced to death 
on Thursday by a state security 
court. Eighteen other defendants 
were sentenced to bard labour for 
life, for their part in a planned 
coup for the night of Oct. 22. 


TV & RADIO 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: ”.'111-19 


PROGRAMME 

15:30 

15:50 

15:55 Cartoon 1 - 
ruts 

16:45 . . . 


ONE 

Koran 

PniH.rjmmL- review 
and children program- 


21 :05 
22:00 
22:05 
23:00 
23:05 
24:00 


.. Evening Show Comd. 

News Summary 

Evening Show Continued 

News Summary 

Even ini: Sh>>* Continued 
Close Down 


17:10 
17:40 
IS: 10 
PJ-.OO 
W:!0 
1*1:40 
:o.oo 

20:30 
21:30 
22:00 
23:00 
23: W 


Nc 


Joumcvs 10 Ail 

JjckHalhom 

.... Physics tn Action 
’ Arabic senes 
Message front Oman 
Local programme 
. Procramme rev ie« 
... News in Arabic 
Arabic Seno- 
Local programme 
. . Arabic doctors 
«s Summjn in Arabic 
. Closedown 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

n.M. ?20. KHz 


PRtXJRAMME TWO 


J8:00 

I^OO 

1«:I5 

10:30 

10:45 

20:00 

20:30 

21:00 

21:10 

22:00 


Historic! NaturelK 
... News in French 


VVecklv Sport mapacinc I French l 
News in Hebrew 


Varieties 

News in Arabic 

Kate and Attic 

Communications 

Falcon Crest 

News m English 
22:20 A Killing on the Exchange (hew 
mini senes) 


RADIO JORDAN 

Vff KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
& parth on 9?N) KHz. SW 
Tel: VJIII-lu 


07:00 

07:30 . . .. 

08:00 

10:00 .. .. 

10:05 

11:00 .. . . 

12:00 

12:05 

13:00 

13:05 . . .. 

14:00 

14:30 . ... 

J5:00 ... . 

tt >:00 

16:05 

16:30 

17:00 

17:30 

18:00 

18:05 

18:30 

19:00 

1 OJ 0 

20:00 

21:00 


Licftt Music 

ftewsdesk 

. Morning Show 

News Summary 

Just a Minute 

Yes Minister 

News Summary 

Pop Session 

News Summary 

... Pop Session Cootd. 

, News Bulletin 

. . ... Piano Mafic 

Concert Hour 

Ncwn Summary 

Instrumental’s 

Old Favourites 

.... Young Sound 

Pon Session 

News Summary 

Sports Roundup 

Music 

.... News Desk 

Date with a Star 

Evening Show 

News Summary 


06:00 Ncwsdcsk 06:45 Reflections 
06:50 Waveguide 07:00 World News 
07:09 24 Hours: News Summary 07:30 
Film c>{ the Book 07:45 Recording of 
the Week 08:00 Newsdcsk 0830 Flyine 
the Mails 09:00 World News 09:09 2l 
Hours: News Summary 09:30 MAD 
[0:00 World News lOrtW Reflections 
10:30 From the Proms 11:00 News 
Summary; Film of the Book 11:09 
British Press Review 11:15 Good 
Books llJfl Financial News: Sports 
Roundup 11:45 Peebles' Choice 12:00 
News Summarv: Flying the Mails 12x30 
The Vintage Chart Show 13:00 World 
Nc»s 13:09 News About Britain 13:15 
Tech Talk 13:30 Album Time 14:00 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 My Music 14:45 
Spurts Round-up 15:00 World News 

15:09 2J Hours; News Summary IS JO 

Anything Goes 16:00 News Summary: 
Outlook 16:15 Film of the Week 16:45 
The Man of Property 17:00 Radio 
Newsreel 17:09 commentary 17:15 
Flving the Mails 1 7 JO Music for a 
While 18:00 World News 18:09 Com- 

mentarv l8:!5 The Cow and the 

Toreador 18:30 The A -2 of Hollywood 
19:15 From the Proms 19:30 New Ideas 
19:40 Book Choice 19:50 Sports 
Round-up 20:00 Ncwsdesk 20J0 Mul- 
titrack I 21:00 News Summary: Out- 
look 21:39 Slock Market Report 21:45 
Peebles' Choice 22:15 A Future for the 
Past 23:00 News Summary: Network 
UK 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


Martyrs' Memorial i Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Spons City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 j.m!-4.G0 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


<r “Documenta " — art exhibition at 
the Goethe Institute (until Dec. 23) 


SERVICE CLUBS 


* An art exhibition by Bulgarian artist 
Stoyan Stoyanov at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (until Dee. 7). . 


The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at ific 


n An exhibition of Creative Photoera- 

f hv by Akram Darakjian (until Dec. 

oi. 


Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
LRms Philadelphia Chib. M 


ir Spanish film at 10:30 a.m. at (he 
Spanish Cultural Centre. 


FEATURE FILM 


. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at (he Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at i he Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 


p.m. 


# “White Christmas" at 7:00 p.ra. at 
i he American Centre. 


Royal Automobile Chib. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. SI 6534. 
817534. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


CHURCHES 
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Royal Cultural Centre .. Tcl.6t>H)2tv7 
American Centre 644171 

American Centre library .... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Hava Arts Centre 

...641520 
636147/8 
... 6371X19 
.641993 
... 644203 
... 624049 
... 639777 
... 665195 
667 18 1/6 

Y.W.C.A ' 

... Ml 793 

y.w.m.a 

Amman Municipal Library 
Univ. of Jordan Library 

... 664251 
... 6371 1 1 
...843555 


MUSEUMS 


"Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Hava Arts Centre, upen all week 9:011 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m, • 6:0U 
p.m. Goseo on Friday. 

Folklore Museam: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al Oal’a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.QQ 
a.m.-5.0u p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to J.Cifi p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 62459(1. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Trrrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saiurdav at 5:30 
run. Tel: 622366 

Church oJ the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 62354 1 
Anglican Chardt (Church of the Re- 
deemer) iabal Amman. Tel. 625383, 
chaplain's residence id. 6U1359. 
Armenian CathoSc Church Ashrafieh. 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
vdox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 77(751. 
.Amman Inlematloiial Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir SI 1295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenominational-ccumcnial En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Tel. 
§22605. Rev. Vcli. 

The Church of Jesus Girfet of Latter- 
Day Saints l Mormon) Tel. 815817. 
82(264 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


15:00 Kuwait (KU) 

•1:30 Paris(.AF) 


This information is supplied fry Renal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information 'depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (OS) SS200-S. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1 ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:20 Lamaca (RJ) 

09J0 Cairo I RJ) 

09JO Damascus ( RJl 

09 JO Kuwait (RJ) 

•900 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

09:40 Sana'a. Jeddah (RJ) 

09:50 DhahraniRJ) 

09-.55 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:55 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 Bangkok (RJl 

23^5 Baghdad (RJl 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

K Sana'a (LH) 

12:00 Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

12:00 Bachdad(lA) 

13--W Tripoli (add.) (LN) 

13:40 Kuwait (KU) 

18:25 Beirut (ME) 

0*30 Baghdad (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1 ) 

•*•• Aqaba l RJ ) 

1 1:00 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Jj-JJ — Paris (TU) 

11:45 (RJ? nj ^ hlCa ^°' Angeles 

*2:15 . .. Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

J£3® Cairo (RJ| 

}*30 Kuwait (RJ | 

*50 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

*25 Baghdad l RJ) 

Jeddah I RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJl 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

Ok-jO Cairo. London (BA) 

Beirut (MEA) 

*10 Frankfurt (LH) 

*20 Cairo (MSI 

Baghdad (I A) 

‘ 4: ®0 Tripoli (add.) (LN) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:57 Fair 

(Sunrise) Duha 

!:JI °hubr 

”•12 * 

Maghreb 

1*57 isha 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 

Uval scltbuy rates in fils 
Belgian franc 95.6f 97.3 

Dutch guilder I77.fi/ 180.2 

French franc 59/ 

Italian lira 27.1/ 27.6 

Japanese yen (for Z0U) .... 250.8/ 155.3 

Swedish crown 55 . 4 , .56.2 

Swiss franc 243.3/ 247.7 

U K. sterling pound 5*45.5' 607.2 

U.S. dollar 333. fr' 333.3 

W. German mark 198.8 202.5 


WEATHER 


Bulk-tin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be partly cloudy, with north- 
westerly moderate winds. A slight in- 
crease in lemperaturc is cxpcclcd. In 
Aqaba, it wifi be p 3 nly cloudy with 
northerly moderate winds and Calm 
sea. 


MinJmax. Icmn. 

Amman 5 / 12 

Aqaba 11/23 

Deserts 3 / 15 

Jordan Valley 13 '21 


Yesterday’s high temperatures; Am- 
man 8 . Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 84 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


Amman governorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quweismch 770733 

Civil Defence Ddr Alla 57300 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661 1 H 

fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192. 621 11 1 . 637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 6363X1/4. 62488 1 
Municipal waier complaints 77J 125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport ( 118)533 30/6U 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Adel Issa Amman 812148 

Dr. Awni Al Hawamdch 7776o5 

Dr. Yousef Rashcd 896301 

Dr. Mounir Oaquish 989810 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 787336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 


TAXIS: 



636730 

Taxma taxi 

644660 


666467 

Raghdan taxi 

842400 

Raqabtaxi 

736428 


Savcl taxi 


776131 


HOSPITALS 


IRBID: 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Muharkeb .. 244557 
Al Hadaf pharmacy ( — ) 


Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn . 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jabal Amman Maternity ... 
Malhas. J. Amman .. .. 
Palestine. Shmctsani ... 
Shmcisani Hospital .. .. 
University Hospital .. . 

AI Muasncr Hospital . 

The Islamic. Abdali . . 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 
Al-Bashir. J. .Ashrafieh 

Army.Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital .. 
Amal Hospital 


81381302 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

W2362 

..... o3ol40 
.. 664171/4 
604)31 

S45845 

.. 667227/9 
666127/37 
.. 064IM/6 
.. 777101/3 
.7751110) 
891611/15 
. 602240/50 
. ... 674155 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Rami pharmacy 1 —) 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 ■ 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661 176 

Telephone Information Lj 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls fl 

Repair service 11 


• 1 3iri: 


■ n,fr ikv 



MARKET PRICES 


. . UpP^^wcr pncc in fils per ke 


Apple (French) 

Banana 

.... 3U0 / 2 XJ 
... 400 / 350 

Guava 

Umon 

Banana (Mukammar) .... 

Bean-, 

Beans tbroadl .. 

... 3U0/240 
... 160/120 

Mandarin 

Marrow .... 

Onion (green) 

Bectrooi ... 


Onion (uty) 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower ’’ 

Cucumbers ... 

... 90 60 
... 300 / 250 
... 120 / 80 
... 270 r 200 

Oranacs (Abu surra) 

Oranges (Sbammouti) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Eggplant (large) ” 

Eggjjlamt small) 

/ iooo 
... 70/ 40 

Raddish 

... 140/ 100 
... 450 / 350 

Tomatoes 

Turnip 





Home news 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY DECEMBER 7, 1987 3 


Queen Mother wishes 
Fayez speedy recovery 

AMMAN 1.1 T.l ■ — Hi»r lUniactu J: l • 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Zein, the Queen Mother, 
has made telephone enquiries re- 
garding the health of Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
AM Al Fayez, who is now re- 
cuperating at a hospital in Hous- 
ton, Texas after undergoing 
surgery. The Queen Mother 
wished Mr. Fayez a speedy recov- 
ery and a safe return. On Satur- 
day, Mr. Fayez was reported in 
very good condition after his op- 
eration. which took place last 
Wednesday. He is expected to be 


discharged from the hospital 
within a week. 

On Friday, His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Pnnce Mohammad, the King's 
personal representative, both 
telephoned Mr. Fayez, congratu- 
lating him on the success of his 
operation and wishing him 
speedy recovery. 

Mr. Fayez also received similar 
telephone messages from Prime 
Minister Zaid Rjfai. other minis- 
ters and Parliament deputies. 


Haj Hassan leaves for Tunis 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Khaled AJ Haj Hassan left for 
Tunis on Sunday, heading a de- 
legation which will take pan in 
the eighth meeting of the Council 
of Arab Social Affairs Ministers 
opening on Tuesday. 

In a statement "prior to his 
departure, the minister said that 
the council will discuss a report 
on measures for supporting the 
Arab Social Work Fund and a 
pan-Arab strategy on social work 
for 1988, as weil as social and 
demographic changes in Arab 
countries and the role of Arab 
women in labour and child de- 


velopment. 

The report calk for increased 
cooperation among Arab states in 
social and labour activities and 
the promotion of social develop- 
ment projects in individual Arab 
countries. 

During his stay in Tunis. Mr. 
Haj Hassan will" hold separate 
talks with Arab ministers attend- 
ing the council meeting on Jor- 
dan's cooperation with" their re- 
spective countries in labour and 
social affairs. In particular, he 
will consult with ministers from 
Gulf countries, where 40 per cent 
of Jordanians working abroad are 
employed. 


Government to present 1988 draft 
budget to Lower House of Parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment will present Jordan's JD 
1.075 billion draft budget for 1988 
to the Lower House" of Parlia- 
ment today. 

The draft budget, to be un- 
veiled to the House in a speech 
given by Finance Minister Hanna 
Odeh. will be referred by the 
deputies to the chamber's Finan- 
cial Committee for further eva- 
luation. 

Dr. Odeh's speech is also ex- 
pected to outline the govern- 
ment's major policy objectives 
inherent in the allocations for the 
various national sectors. 

Observers expect Dr. Odeh's 
speech to reiterate the govern- 
ment's stand on defence spending 
and controlling public expendf- 
tures. which tfiey said remained 
unchanged. 

The 1988 draft budget exceeds 
by 5.6 per cent this" year's JD 
1.019 billion budget. 

The draft budget envisages tot- 


al incoming revenues (local re- 
venues and external loans). al.JD 
1.009 billion — a three per cent 
increase over last year's JD 979. 1 
million. 

A total of JD 862.247 million is 
expected to be derived from local 
revenues, such as services, cus- 
toms and income tax. and the 
remainder of JD 146.300 million 
will come from external loans 
covering economic and technical 
aid programmes. 

The projected deficit in the 
1987 budget stands at JD 66.900 
million and is expected to be 
covered through loans, savings on 
public expenditures and" im- 
proved revenues derived from 
more efficient tax collection. The 
1987 deficit stood at JD 39.6 
million. 

The House . in its regular meet- 
ing. will discuss a number of laws, 
including a JD 61.5 million sup- 
plement" to the 1987 budget and 


an amendment to the 19S7 law on 
additional fees to be collected by 
Jordan's four universities. 

The meeting, to be chaired by 
Deputy Speaker of the Lower 
House Ismail Hijazi, is ab-j ex- 
pected to ratify two loan agree- 
ments entered between the gov- 
ernment of Jordan and the Saudi 
Fund for Development and the 
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Socio- 
Economic Development, respec- 
tively. 

The first loan will be used to 
finance pan of the Faculty of 
Sciences at the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology, while 
the latter will fund the second 
phase of the Aqaba Thermal 
Power Station. 

The chamber will also discuss 
amendments to the 1987 law on 
military servicemen and another 
amendment to the 1^87 law on 
the Jordan Economic and Social 
Organisation for Retired Ser- 
vicemen. 



CAEU meeting aims to 
promote inter- Arab trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Arab Economic Unity 
(CAEU) will hold its 48th meeting 
at the ministerial level on 
Wednesday to discuss a proposed 
integrated economic programme 
aimed at promoting inter-Arab 
trade. 

Arab ministers of economy, 
trade and finance will take part in 
the two-day meeting, which will 
discuss ways to promote trade, 
particularly among members of 
the Arab Common Market. 


which was set up by the CAEU. 
according to a counci 1 spokesper- 
son here. 

The spokesperson said the 
ministers will review an annual 
report by the CAEII secretary 
general, "focusing on general eco- 
nomic conditions in the Arab 
World. 

A new budget for the CAEU is 
also on the agenda for discussion, 
as is the election of a new secret- 
ary general for the council. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


iNE 


F pod security talks continue 

AMMAN l J.T.) — A seminar on food security in Muslim 
countries continued its meetings here on Sunday with the 
participants discussing three working papers, from Egypt and 
Indonesia, dealing with incentives for farmers, means for "increas- 
ing food production and analysis of food resources in the Muslim 
World. The three-day meeting opened with a speech from His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. in which he urged 
developing nations to employ modem technology for more 
profitable exploitation of soil, in order to ensure bumper crops 
and, ultimately, food security. 

Jordan, Malaysia review cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Malaysian Minister of Agriculture Al 
Sannoussi Bin Jneid on Sunday conferred with the under 
secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture, Salem Al Lawzi. for talks 
on scopes of cooperation between Jordan and Malaysia in the 
field of agriculture. Dr. Lawzi briefed Mr. Bin Jneid on the ministry's 
policies designed to develop agricultural production and revitalise 
exports of local produce. Dr. Lawzi also accompanied his guest 
on a tour of the Jordan Valley Agricultural Department, where he 
\ was briefed on agricultural development in the valley region. 

Arab airlines to discuss joint venture 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A meeting is to open today in Kuwait to 
discuss the prospect of setting up a finance company that could 
purchase or lease aircraft for Arab airlines, according to Mr. Adli 
Dajani, secretary-general of the Arab Air Carriers Organisation 
(AACO). He said that the meeting, to be attended by heads of 10 
•Arab airlines including Jordan’s national air carrier, will focus 
attention on training staff to rake charge of the project, conduct 
deals with foreign manufacturing companies and supervise the 
establishment of airports to be "run jointly by Arab airlines. 

New bookshop to open today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A new branch for the Al Istiqlal Bookshop 
will be opened today in Sweifieh by a ceremony to be held under 
the patronage of Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Rajai 
Muasher. The ceremony will be held at 4-.0U p.m. The new branch 
is located at the Sweifieh Shopping Centre at the Sixth Circle. 


Agriculture ministry anticipates 
bumper harvest due to rainfall 


AMMAN t Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture on Sunday 
advised farmers to sow cereals in 
the wake of the rain that fell in. 
nearly all pans of the Kingdom. 
The rains which fell over the past 
two days are considered a harbin- 
ger for a bumper harvest next 
year because they came at the 
proper time of the year, when 
they are most needed for growing 
cereals, according to All 
Masadeh. head of the Field Crops 
Depanment at the Ministry of 


Agriculture. 

He said that farmers are 
advised to plant all kinds of 
seeds, as soon as the soil is dry 
enough to allow for sowing. 

Mr. Masadeh said those" far- 
mers who sowed their seeds in 
October should also be expecting 
good harvests, depending upon 
rainfall between now and the end 
of next month. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
has distributed 80.000 tonnes of 
improved wheat and barley seeds 


to farmers, in an effort to im- 
prove cereal production. Mr. 
Masadeh noted. 

Commenting on the weather. 
Mr. Ali Abanda. director of the 
Department of Meteorology, said 
thar he was expecting more rain 
and atmospheric depressions 
from now until the end of the 
month. He said between 25 and 
35 millimetres of rain fell in the 
north: between 15 and 40 mm. in 
the central regions; and between 
55 and &0 mm. in the south. 


Cabinet forms delegations to conferences 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
held a meeting on Sunday under 
the chairmanship of Deputy 
Prime Nlinister Abdul Wahab A’l 
Majali, during which it approved 
Jordan's participation in the ninth 
ordinary conference of the Arab 
League Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
( ALESCO}, which is due to open 


in Tunis on Dec. 25. 

The Cabinet formed Jordan’s 
delegation to this conference, 
which will be headed by Minister 
of Education Thouqan’Hindawi. 

The Cabinet also said that Jor- 
dan will be participating in the 
annual board meeting of the 
Arab Broadcasting Union (ABU) 
due to open in Tunis on Dec. 28 


Liberals warn Thatcher 


(Continued from page I) 

Israeli military forces should be 
replaced by a U.N. police pre- 
sence in arid around the refugee 
camps and universities, "which 
are the most important flash 
points.” 

"Preoccupied as you rightly are 
with the U.S.-Soviet summit, I 
hope you will not overlook the 
looming tragedy in Ga 2 a and on 
the West "Bank,” Lord Win- 
chilsea said in his letter to Mrs. 
Thatcher. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times on Friday on the eve of his 
departure for London, Lord Win- 
chilsea said that any solution to 
the alarming situation in the 
occupied territories "must be 
based on autonomy on a free- 
vote principle — with the option 
of a fully-independent Palestinian 
state.” 

He said that slight disturbances 
in refugee camps in the occupied 
territories "are being responded 
to by infantry action.” 

The earl of Winchilsea and 
Nottingham said the European 
Community was inching towards 
‘a point where economic sanc- 
tions and a concerted political 
action against Israel may be ap- 
plied.” He referred to ’a state- 
ment made earlier this week by 
EC Commissioner Claude Cheys- 
son warning Israel that it risked a 
major crisis in relations with the 
EC if it refused to allow Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
to export their produce indepen- 
dently to the community. 

On the EC-Israel row over 


West Bank exports, Mr. Cheys- 
son told a press conference last 
Tuesday: “If they (Israelis) refuse 
what we demand... then their 
relations with the community will 
be at the breaking point.” 

“Europe is only beginning to 
realise its potential influence in 
the region,” Lord Winchilsea told 
the Jordan Times. He said the 
U.K. was beginning “to shift 
away from U.S. policies" in the 
region, citing Foreign Secretary 
Geoffrey Howe's backing of the 
EC as an example. “Europeans 
are more aware of the condition 
of Palestinians than the U.S.,” 
Lord Winchilsea said. 

He likened Israel’s practices 
against Palestinians in tne occu- 
pied territories to Nazi practices 
during World War II. 

"At this point,” he said, 
“Israel is not allowing an oppor- 
tunity for the exchange of 
words... only an exchange of bul- 
lets.” 


and formed Jordan's delegation 
to thar meeting, as well. " 

The delegation will be headed 
by Mr. Nasouh Al Majali, direc- 
tor-general of the Radio and 
Television Corporation. 

The Cabinet also announced 
that Jordan will take part in a 
meeting of supervisors of the 
affairs of the Palestinian people 
due to open in Tunis on Jan. 8. 
Jordan's delegation to that meet- 
ing will be led by Dr. Ahmad 
Qatanani. under secretary of the 
Ministry of Occupied Territories 
Affairs. 

The Cabinet said that Jordan 
will take part in the third meeting 
of broadcasting institutions in the 
Non-Aligned Movement member 
states due to open in Cyprus on 
Dec. 10. Jordan will be repre- 
sented at the meeting by the 
director of Radio Jordan, Mr. 
Issam Araida. 

CORRECTION 

In an article on the seminar on 
food security in the Muslim 
World which appeared in yester- 
day’s issue of the Jordan Times, 
it "was said that the Islamic 
Academy of Sciences is headed 
by Pakistani President Zia Ui 
Haq. The academy is co-chaired 
bv His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and President 
Zia. 


durphy: 

(Continued from page 1) 
..‘-op tiie war and implement the 
solution demanding a ceasefire 
1 the seven-year lran-Iraq war. 
Mr. Murphy predicted in an 
rterview with Kuwait's Al Qabas 
Jwspaper published on Saturday 
tat the United Nations would 
"pose an arms embargo on Iran 
1 make it accept a ceasefire. 

,• ‘'We gave ( Iran) four and a half 
' . 'onths and they are now prepar- 
‘S a new offensive. Their goal is 
l-V continue the war,” he fold A! 
tobas. 

Moscow has said U.N. Secret- 
1 General Javier Perez de Cuel- 
1 needed time to persuade Iran 
1 accept a ceasefire. 

In Washington, a U-S. official 
^nsed Tehran on Saturday of 
ducking and dodging" U.N. 
forts To end the war and said the 
jviet Union appears to be pro- 
cting Iran from stringent inter- 
ttfonal sanctions. 

y 


on superpower agenda 

the United States he can count on 
and this is a very 


“We have the impression the 
Soviets are shielding the Iranians 
from any effective U.N. diploma- 
cy,” a senior White House official 
said Saturday while briefing re- 
porters on the agenda of the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit. 

"If the Iranians continue their 
provocations against us, and the 
Soviets seem to be protecting 
them, then this is bound to be- 
come an issue In our relationship 
with the Soviets.” the official 
added, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

He also noted that weapons 
from the Eastern bloc are being 
supplied to Iran, "and if any of 
these weapons happen to hit an 
American ship or Americans, this 
is bound to be an issue. 

Soviet support for Iran gives 
Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini, 
Iran’s revolutionary leader, the 
impression thar if he clashes with 


Soviet help, 
dangerous impression for the Ira- 
nians to have.” the official said. 

The U.S. official said the 
Soviets “keep saving: give the 
Iranians more time" despite “Ira- 
nian ducking and dodging and 
evasiveness." 

The official indicated that if the 
Soviets continue to resist an 
embargo resolution, the United 
States would force their hand by 
presenting a draft proposal to the 
Security Council, where it can 
count on support from most of 
the 15 member nations. Only the 
Soviets and Americans have veto 
power. 

The official predicted the 
Soviets would not risk a veto 
because that would “greatly an- 
ger the Arab World.” which has 
been advocating an arms 
embargo. 


JORDAN’S PRIVATE SECTOR 
COMMODITY IMPORT PROGRAM 
STATUS REPORT/NOTICE 

$24,000,000 remains available on a first-come - first-serve 
basis. 

Attention: Private Sector Importers and Banking Institu- 
tions 

Only $24 million remains available on a first-come - 
first-serve basis for financing private sector imports under 
Jordan's Commodity Import Program (CIP). Of the $80 
million set aside for Jordan's Private Sector CIP, over $56 
million in CIP letters of credit have already been issued by 
Jordanian banks on behalf of clients importing U.S. 
equipment from the U.S. At this rate of utilisation (about 
$28 million L/C's/year), the currently available $24 million 
may be exhausted by November 1988 or sooner; there- 
fore, businesses with U.S, import needs and their bankers 
may wish to plan ahead and make CIP applications early 
to ensure access to the last of Jordan's Private Sector CIP 
financing. Listed below are the basic terms which con- 
tinue to be available to Jordan's Private Sector: 

A. Downpayment of 10% in local currency upon estab- 
lishing the Letter of Credit. 

B! Balance to be paid from Bill of Lading date within 3 
years for Raw Materials or Intermediate Goods, and up 
to 5 years for Capital Goods. 

C. The local currency amount of all payments, shal) be 
fixed at lowest exchange rate occurring between the 
day the Letter of Credit is opened and the date of the 
B/L. 

D. Interest rates range from 6.25% - 10.5%. 

For more information and details, contact your 
local bank or USAID’s Commodity Import Prog- 
ram Office, tel. 604171, ext: 421. 


Government to step up 



use of modern technology 

AMMAN (Petra) — The government spends nearly 
JD 50 million annually on building or maintaining 
roads, with nearly 15 per cent of this sum going 


towards maintenance, according to Minister of 
Public Works Mahmoud Hawanideh. 


The minister said that Jordan 
has an integrated network uf 
mainroads and sideroads, ex- 
tending a total length of 8.200 
kilometres, which require con- 
stant care and safety checks, in 
order to reduce the "risk of acci- 
dents. 

Mr. Hawamdeh was speaking 
at the opening of a seminar on the 
technology of road maintenance 
which is being held here under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The seminar is organised bv the 
Ministry of Public Works, in 
cooperation with Greater Am- 
man Municipality, the Jordanian 
Roads Society, the Jordanian En- 
gineers Association and the 
Jordanian Contractors Associa- 
tion. 

Referring to the public works 
projects currently under way Mr. 
Hawamdeh said that the ministry 
has begun building ring roads 
around the main cities” of the 
country to steer the passage of 
heavy traffic and heavy vehicles 
away from the cities, in anv effort 


to prevent accidents and :ur and 
noise pollution. 

The Ministry of Public Works 
has improved the condition ot 
roads by making surfaces thicker 
and. thereby, capable of bearing 
weight. But extra weight is still 
causing damage to the roads, 
nuking them more dangerous. 
Mr. Hawamdeh noted 

The minister said that this 
seminar will tjckle wj\> to pro- 
tect roads and the people win* use 
them bv employing modern tech- 
nology — a held in which rhe 
Ministry of Public Work** takes 
great interest. 

Sa'id Bino. a former public 
works minister and current chair- 
man of the Jordanian Roads Soci- 
ety. addressed the opening ses- 
sion. outlining the society \ en- 
deavours to improve the condi- 
tion of roads by helping to prom- 
ote systems tor design and con- 
struction and bv organising semi- 
nars and research projects. 

"The damage that has been 
inflicted on the roads indicates 
the poor quality of the materials 


used in their construction, the 
lack of proper design and the 
absence of canals for rainwater 
drainage. " Mr. Bino said. 

Dr. Raw hi At Sharif of the 
University of Jordan also spoke 
a! the -emin.ir's opening and 
stressed that public awareness 
campaigns should be organised to 
help people understand the need . 
tor controlling the volume of 
Height i hat i he roads can bear, as 
well .o the need for constant 
maintenance of roads to help 
reduce accidents. 

The Inn participants in the 
three-day seminar, who come 
from Jordan, the United States, 
West Germany . Sweden and the 
United Kingdom, will discuss reg- 
ulations governing the use of 
modern and advanced technology 
m road maintenance, water 
drainage systems for roads, pave- 
ment repair, axial weights on 
roads an J the usefulness of labor- 
atories m controlling the quality 
of materials used in building 
roads. 

Among those present at the 
opening session were Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Yousef Ham- 
d.in Al Jaber and Greater Am- 
man Mayor Abdul Ra’ouf Al 
Raw.ibJeh. 


PSD director 
returns after 
talks in 
Rome, Paris 
and Tunis 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of 
the Public Security Department 
PSD) Lieutenant-General 
Abdul Hadi Al Majali returned 
here on Sunday at the end of 
visits to Italy. France and 
Tunisia. 

In a statement upon his return, 
Lt.-Gen. Majali said that he had 
met with the Italian minister of 
interior, the director of public 
security and other officials and 
concluded with them an agree- 
ment on exchanging expertise in 
security affairs. He said that he 
toured a number of security cen- 
tres in Italy and acquainted him- 
self with their systems. 

In Paris, Lt.-Gen. Majali took 
part in the general assembly- 
meetings of the International 
Police (INTERPOL). He said 
that the Arab delegates to the 
annua! meeting coordinated their 
stands on the various subjects 
discussed. 

Later, the PSD director 
travelled to Tunis and took part 
in the meeting of the Council of 
Arab Interior Ministers which en- 
ded there on Sunday. 


Free medical services to 
be provided to needy 


AMMAN (Petra) - The Jorda- 
nian Medical Association (JMA) 
and the Ministry of Health arc 
making arrangements for provid- 
ing free medical treatment to 
needy and poor people at clinics 
owned and operated by the pri- 
vate sector, according* to JMA 
President Qr. Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi. 

He told a press conference here 
on Sunday that clinics owned by 
charitable societies in the country 
will provide free services once an 
agreement with the Health Minis- 
try has been concluded. 


Dr. Abbadi voiced apprecia- 
tion to Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
and the Jordanian government 
for continuing to pay" allowances 
to doctors employed by the 
Health Ministry, helping them to 
improve their standard of living. 

At the press conference held at 
the Professional Association 
Complex. Di. Abbadi announced, 
that the JMA board has endorsed 
the Medical Code, which will be 
published in the Official Gazette, 
and that the board also approved 
bylaws designing doctors' annual 
leaves and night shifts. 


Seminar on informatics in 
Arab World opens today 


AMMAN (Petra) — A regional 
seminar on national strategies for 
informatics will be opened here 
today by Minister of Planning Dr. 
Taher Kanaan. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). will discuss working pap- 
ers dealing with informatics m the 
Arab World, according to Dr. 
Yousef Nuseir. chairman of a 


committee preparing for the con- 
ference. 

Ho said that Jordan's delega- 
tion to the three-dav seminar will 
submit a working paper contain- 
ing a proposal for a national 
informatics strategy. 

Representatives from the fol- 
lowing countries will take part in 
the seminar: Iraq. Syria. Tunisia. 
Kuwait. North Yemen. Lebanon, 
Egypt. Sudan. Bahrain. Qatar. 
Libya, in addition to Jordan. 


The grand opening 

on the 7th Dec. 87 
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The ‘mullahs’ of the U.S. 

IT is ironic that U.S. President Ronald Reagan, of all people, 
should be subjected to so much criticism and accusation by his 
conservative constituencies on the eve of his historic meeting 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. Voices were raised by 
some of the die-hard, ultra-conservative senators and repre- 
sentatives, along with other pillars of the Republican Party, 
(who brought President Reagan to power in the first place!. 
The same once-devoted supporters have now accused Mr. 
Reagan of selling out to the Soviets. Such cries of misguided 
anger and panic against so-called appeasement of Mr. Gor- 
bachev are prompted by the imminent signing of the INF pact 
by the two leaders when they meet in their much-awaited 
summit in Washington today. 

It is a sad commentary to note that even President Reagan 
has become defensive in drumming up support for the treaty, 
which will eliminate short and intermediate range nuclear 
missiles from Europe. To feel “alienated, abandoned and 
rejected,’* as one of the ultra-conservative Republicans put it, 
simply because then- president has agreed, after long negotia- 
tions with the Soviets, to eliminate 3 per cent of the total 
number of nuclear weapons in the superpowers* arsenals, is an 
absurdity bordering on paranoia with regard to any form of 
nuclear disarmament. How would such voices sound when it is 
time to negotiate for the reduction of strategic nuclear weapons 
by 50 per cent, as anticipated? No one dares to even imagine. 

It is one thing to maintain one's national defences against 
aggression, real or imaginary; hot is quite another to flirt with 
national or even international suicide out of distrust and hatred 
for the other side. These staunch opponents of the INF treaty 
are the “mullahs” of the U.S., as, in their refusal to negotiate 
and compromise, they pose the same threat to international 
peace and security as the mullahs of Iran. They share the same 
rigid perspective which threatens all efforts towards disarma- 
ment, stability and peace. The world will surely be a safer place 
to live in without the interference of this perspective in 
international affairs. 


U.S. Senate holds key 
to binding INF treaty 


Superpower summit and Third World hopes 
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By Ruth Sinai 

The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev will sign a 
nuclear arms reduction treaty 
this week, but their signatures 
are only the first step toward 
making the agreement binding on 
the United States. 

From the White House, 
Reagan will send the document to 
the U.S. Senate for ratification — 
the process by which at least 
two-thirds of the chamber must 
give their consent before a signed 
treaty becomes law. 

The ratification process is as 
old as the 200-year constitution of 
the United States. Article II, 
section 2 of the constitution states 
that the president "shall have 
power, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, to 
make treaties, provided two- 
thirds of the senators present 
concur.” 

Over the years, that clause has 
become both a tool of democratic 
participation in government deci- 
sion-making and a barometer of 
the balance of power between the 
legislature and the executive for 
control of foreign policy. 

Treaties, defined as interna- 
tional compacts, have brought 
the United States peace with 
other nations, supported Amer- 
ican territorial expansion, estab- 
lished boundaries, protected U.S. 
trade and regulated government 
affairs with Indian tribes, which 
at one time were considered 
separate nations. 

The nation’s founding fathers 
excluded the House of Repre- 
sentatives from the treaty pro- 
cess, citing the fact that the Sen- 
ate is smaller than the House and 
the term of office longer, provid- 
ing more community. 

The Senate now has 100 mem- 
bers while the house has 435 
members. 

Overall, the Senate has been 
accommodating toward presiden- 
tial authority, approving some 
1,400 treaties since 1789 and only 
rejecting about 20. 

But the Senate has other means 
of thwarting treaties beside rejec- 
tion. It can attach amendments 
that the president or the other 
signatories cannot accept, and it 
can delay debate on ratification 
indefinitely. 

Senate conservatives, con- 
cerned over alleged past Soviet 


non-compliance with arms agree- 
ments, are threatening to derail 
the pending intermediate nuclear 
forces (INF) treaty by attaching 
amendments unacceptable to the 
Soviets. 

The White House, however, is 
mounting an all-out persuasion 
campaign and is confident it can 
overcome Senate objections 
when the ratification hearings be- 
gin in January. The administra- 
tion has even asked Gorbachev to 
meet with Senate leaders during 
his visit to win over skeptics. 

The Senate used the delaying 
tactic for the second strategic 
arms limitation treaty (SALT fl), 
which was signed by both govern- 
ments in 1979 but never ratified. 

The Senate's reluctance to 
ratify the agreement revolves 
around concerns that the Soviet 
Union would cheat on the accord 
which places limits on the number 
of strategic weapons both sides 
are allowed to deploy. It provides 
(or the Soviets to reduce their 
strategic nuclear delivery systems 
from 2,504 to 2.250. U.S. limits 
were to remain constant at about 
1.900 systems. 

The absence of ratification has 
allowed both sides to violate the. 
signed treaty. After accusing the 
Soviets of violating the terms of 
the accord, the United States 
openly exceeded SALT II limits 
in November 1986 by deploying a 
B-52 bomber capable of carrying 
nuclear cruise missiles. 

The Soviet Union has said it 
was abiding by the treaty. 

The mosl recent arms control 
treaty to be ratified was the 1972 
SALT 1 and its affiliated ami- 
ballistic missile treaty. 

Two arms treaties still awaiting 
ratification are the threshhold 
test ban treaty of 1974 and peace- 
ful nuclear explosions treaty of 
1976. Both limit the size of under- 
ground nuclear explosions. But in 
the case of these two treaties, it is 
the president who is holding up 
ratification. 

Reagan contends that the 
treaties, signed by previous U.S. 
administrations, lack sufficient 
provisions for verifying Soviet 
compliance and are therefore not 
ready for Senate approval. 

An historic look at treaty rati- 
fications shows the early presi- 
dents. like George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson, enjoyed 
clear command over U.S. rela- 
.tions with other countries. 


THE WESTERN and Socialist camps would certainly take comfort 
in today's super summit between U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. After all the two camps will 
be well represented in the persons of the leaders of the Western and 
Socialist worlds. The Third World, however, will not feel at ease as 
the leaders of the two main blocs of power in the world sit down to 
settle their disputes and make compromises “here and there" which 
could compromise as well as their vital interests. This fear and 
concern by the Third World is obviously vindicated as they will not 
have any semblance of representation at the summit of the “big and 
mighty" clubs of the world not even their ghost will be there. This 
lack of representation in any form or shape could surely make the 
fate and destiny of the under-developed world easy prey to the . 
whims and dictates of the two sides of the developed world. Such 
considerations and anxieties would explain why the under-powered 
and under-developed countries cannot share totally the euphoria 
generated by todays Reagan-Gorbachev summit and at best their 
optimism would have to stay subdued, cautious and guarded. 

It is still not too late to set off the alarm here and now and warn 
the superpower leaders that they will forever remain accountable 
for their actions ind decisions not only to their respective 
constituencies but also to the peoples and governments of the rest 
of the world which we all share and aspire to share equitably. We in 
the Third World must rise up now at the outset of the summit and 
warm the two leaders against falling into the trap of trespassing on 
the rights and aspirations of the other nations which will not be 
represented at their summit as tyrannical and despotic rulers in the 
past have done only to find soon enough that they had to pay dearly 
for their wanton neglect of the thoughts and feelings of their 
constituencies. The analogy may appear farfetched and too 
academic and without sound historical basis, yet the precedents 
created in the distant past may still find expression in contemporary 
exercise of international power where the weak and meak nations 
are misrepresented or unrepresented at the centres of power. Any 
free "wheeling and dealing" behind the back of the Third World 
countries will not go by undetected or accounted for. This is the 
message that should be brought to the attention of Reagan and 
Gorbachev. 

In specific terms, the Third World countries should readily serve 
notice on the two leaders that their agenda on nuclear and other 
mass destructive weapons should envisage real, factual and 
bonafide disarmament as the superpowers are in fact flirting and 
gambling with the very lives and environments of peoples and 
nations other than their own and who account for more than two 


Thatcher, America’s 
closest ally, is outspoken 
admirer of Gorbachev 


By Dr. Waieed Sadi 

thirds of the total population of the world. Therefore, while ail of us 
on this planet take some comfort in the fact that the two 
superpowers have reached an agreement on the elimination of 
shorter and medium range nuclear missiles from their respective 
arsenals, we must never relax our vigilance against other nuclear 
and mass destructive weapons until they brought down to much 
more manageable proportions. After ail "the agreement on shorter 
and intermediate range nuclear missiles which will be signed during 
this summit will touch only 3 per cent of the total nuclear weapons 
available to the two sides. 

With regard to our regional conflicts in the Middle East, there 
are two fundamental situations that stand no chance of being 
resolved satisfactorily and durably without the direct participation' 
and involvement of the two superpowers. The first is obviously the 
Arab-Israeli conflict which has eluded proper resolution ail these 
past' decades because the superpowers have yet to stop playing 
politics with the national interests of the peoples and states affected 
by it. It surely has not escaped the attention of the Arab World and 
the Soviet Union as well that whereas 129 countries have voted in 
favour of the resolution adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly last week calling for the convening of an international 
conference on peace in the Middle East, only the United States and 
Israel have casted their votes against that resolution. What a more 
propitious occasion is there other than the Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit to breathe new life into the elusive conference idea on 
which much hope has been pinned by the international community 
to resolve once and for all the Palestinian case as well as its 
ramifications which touched upon the national interests of other 
Arab countries in geographic proximity of Israel. Surely the Soviet 
Union can extricate a clear U.S. commitment in favour of the 
conference idea in return for another “favour," as it where, that the 
U.S. is seeking from the Soviet Union in another region of the 
world. After all that is what the whole game of international politics 
is all about: An exchange of "favours" on a quid pro quo basis. If 
the Soviet Union values Arab friendship that much, one would 
expect of them to exert more vigorous and active support to the 
conference idea. The leverage that Moscow has with Washington 
and Israel is such that it could bring about the miraculous 
conception and delivery of the conference idea to be followed by 
sustainable efforts to have it bring forth fruit that both Arabs and 
Israelis can live with on a permanent and durable basis. We in the 
Middle East are convinced as we have been for many years that if 
the two supeipowers put their minds into it. the solution to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict would become within reach in no time. That is 


whv we the Arabs in the Middle East are hoping against hope that 
the" two superpowers can find a formula where their mutual 
interests in the Middle East politics could coincide. 

The other regional hot spot which awaits the earnest attention, 
and care of the superpowers is, of course, the Gulf war. With the 
latest negotiations between the United Nations secretary genera] 
getting more and more bogged down in bottomless sands, there is 
but one way left to put an effective end to the Iran-Iraq war: A total 
blockade of Iranian ports by a joint Soviet-U.S. fleet to save Iran 
and the other Gulf states from further blood letting and destruc- 
tion. This could come about if the strategic interests of the two 
superpowers could converge on the need to stop the Gulf war and 
apply a quarantine against the Iranian revolution to stop it from 
spreading southward, westward as well as northward. On July 20 of 
this year, the two superpowers had a meeting of the minds when' 
they voted jointly in favour of resolution 598 at the U.N. Security 
Council. Much water had crossed under the bridge since the date 
that “glorious" unanimity was accomplished among the permanent 
members of the Security Council but it was not enough to dissipate 
all hopes that a superpower consensus can still be attainable on the 
Gulf situation. 

Most recent remarks made by Andrei Gromyko, president of the 
Soviet Union, to the effect that his government is now most critical 
of Iranian procrastinations over the implementation of Resolution 
598 and is now ready to accept the application of sanctions against 
Iran should it persist any longer in rejecting the resolution is an 
encouraging sign on which superpower consensus can be con- 
structed. 

Any joint action or actions by the superpowers needs to be 
carried out however in conjunction with an offer of an olive branch 
to Tehrao in a desperate effort to lure it into accepting some 
reasonable, just and durable accommodations with its neighbours on 
all fronts. 

If the leadership of the two superpowers can accomplish all of 
this or even some of it. they would have manifested a superb 
statesmanship which could snowball into more manifestations of 
successes and accommodations on other issues and conflicts both 
global and regional. Any such progress in the superpower relations 
can become The locomotive which* could pull forward the string of 
other happily concluded issues and confrontations. We thus pray 
that President Reagan and Soviet leader Gorbachev will not fall 
humanity in our region as well as other regions of the world where 
the flashpoints are greater than ever. 


Missiles due to go, but not the protesters 


By Maureen Johnson 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's break for a meeting with 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er en route to Washington high- 
lights a paradox: America’s 
closest ally is also probably the 
most outspoken Western admirer 
of the Soviet leader. 

Their scheduled meeting on 
Dec. 7, when Gorbachev stops 
off at Brize Norton royal air force 
base, near Oxford, is widely re- 
garded as a tribute to a warm 
personal relationship and as a 
boost for Mrs. Thatcher’s inter- 
national status. 

The meeting also prompted 
press speculation — dismissed by 
British and U.S. officials and 
most analysts — that Mrs. 
Thatcher’s invitation for a meet- 
ing with Gorbachev before he 
sees President Ronald Reagan 
miffed the American administra- 
tion. 

"I think it is much more 3 
reflection of the improvement in 
British-Soviet relations than any 
weakening of British-American 
relations." said Alex Pravda, 
Soviet affairs specialist at Lon- 
don's Royal Institute of Interna- 
tional Affairs. 

"In this case the personal rela- 
tionship is important. They get on 
very\ very well. ...The nuclear 
factor (British nuclear weapons) 
is also central to Soviet regard for 
this country.” 

Gorbachev, on his way to sign 
a treaty to eliminate intermediate 
and shorter-range nuclear mis- 
si les from Europe, will be the first 
Soviet leader to visit Britain since 
Nikita Khrushchev 31 years ago. 

The foundation for the pre- 
summit meeting between the 
British Conservative leader and 
the Soviet Communist Party chief 
dates from 1984 when Gor- 
bachev. then no. 2 at the Krem- 
lin. made an official visit to 
London. 

"I like Mr. Gorbachev. We can 
do business together,’’ Mrs. 
Thatcher declared after their first 
meetings. 

Since then business has in- 
cluded reciprocal expulsions in 
1985 of more than 30 of each 
other's diplomats amid recrimina- 
tions about espionage. But the 
mutual regard apparently sur- 
vived and has grown, particularly 
since Gorbachev mapped out his 
policy of "glasnost," or openness. 

Mrs. Thatcher, once among the 
West’s staunchest hardliners to- 
ward the East bloc, has regularly 
lauded the Gorbachev program- 
me and said he will have a tough 
time. “But he is a man of great 
courage and I believe that he will 
persist," she said in a glowing 
tribute this month during a fore- 
ign policy speech. 
w “Every enlargement of choice 
and of human liberty enhances 
mankind. The prize is great and 
the attempt historic. We support 
and applaud it.’’ she said. 

Personal chemistry apart, each 
has use to make of the other at 
Brize Norton. 


“He ll want to get some line 
about the British missiles for the 
next round of arms control nego- 
tiations," said Fred Halliday, 
profeessor of international rela- 
tions at the London School of 
Economics. 

“He also wants to show the 
Americans he can talk to the 
West Europeans directly. ...And 
he’ll want to use her to persuade 
Reagan. He knows if be tries out 
an idea on her, she'll probably 
call up Reagan." 

For Mrs. Thatcher the meeting 
will be an opportunity to tell 
Gorbachev directly, before the 
superpowers get down to nego- 
tiating 50 per cent cuts in their 
long-range missiles, where Bri- 
tain stands on nuclear arms. 

Mrs. Thatcher is modernising 
the British arsenal with U.S. Tri- 
dent missiles, which she refuses 
to put into the negotiations. 
France, the other West European 
nuclear power, takes the same 
position. 

She opposes cutbacks in shor- 
test-range nuclear weapons in 
Europe as long as the Soviets 
have superiority in conventional 
forces and maintain chemical 
weapons. 

In any case, the Kremlin has 
helped boost the Thatcher image 
ahead of Gorbachev’s visit. 

“It will be an exchange of 
views. Mr. Gorbachev values 
Mrs. Thatcher’s opinion,” said 
the chief spokesman for the 
Soviet foreign ministry, Gennadi 
Gerasimov. 


By Maureen Johnson pacifist, anti-nuclear and environ- 

The Assoeiilcd Press ™ ntal "Stations, said Friday 

it is preparing to launch a new 

LONDON — When the last U.S. offensive next year to work total 
cruise missile convoy trundles nuclear disarmament, 
through the English countryside, "The superpower agrement to 
a group of anti-nuclear protesters eliminate intermediate range nuc- 
will be lying in wait, maintaining lear missiles is only a beginning," 
an unbroken record of harass- said Gerd Greune. a spokesman 
ment. for the group. 

Even after the superpowers Lee, 42, a key organiser of 
sign an arms treaty, “we won’t be Britain's Cruisewatch, said “we’ll 
out of a job," said Ian Lee, a move on to the substitute 
veteran or nearly four years of weapons they'll try to bring in." 
crawling through barbed wire. Cruisewatch’ is a loosely knit 
evading searchlights and hidingiri ’ group vigilantes whose most spec- 


the woods. 

The arms accord, to be signed 
in Washington in December, pro- 
vides for the elimination of 
cruise and other land-based in- 
termediate-range nuclear missiles 
from Europe over three years. 

But 97 per cent of the world’s 
nuclear armaments remain and 
with other weapons expected to 
be delivered in the years ahead, 
European anti-nuclear groups say 
they intend to keep up the 
pressure. 

The European Nuclear Dis- 
armament Campaign, an umbrel- 
la organisation to which most big 
anti-nuclear groups in Western 
Europe affiliated, has said its 
member groups will remain ac- 
tive. 

In Amsterdam, Mient-Jan Fa- 
ber, a leader of the Inter Church 
Peace Council (IKV). said that 
his organisation would “continue 
thejstruggle for the total, global 
abolition of all nuclear weapons." 
He noted, however, that the INF 
pact was “a very good begin- 
ning... really very good news." 

In West Germany, the coordi- 
nating committee of the peace 
movement, a national coalition of 


tabular exploits have been 
ambushing and forcing missile 
convoys to a halt, spraying paint 
on the giant mobile launchers and 
climbing into the cabs. 

An offspring of Britain's cam- 
paign for nuclear disarmament, 
Cruisewatch plans to fight the 
sea- and air-launched nuclear 
missiles it says Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher will be the 
first to accept from Washington. 

Thousands rallied to protest 
the deployment of the missiles in 
five Western European countries, 
starting with an airlift to 
Greenham Common on Nov. 14. 
1983. 

In contrast, the missiles' sche- 
duled departure over three years 
has an air of anti-climax. 

Government officials allow the 
anti-nuclear movement no credit 
for the withdrawal treaty, saying 
it was determination to deploy 
the weapons in Europe that 
moved Moscow to negotiate. 

Lee disagrees. “We can't quan- 
tify it, a quarter or three-quar- 
ters, but we have been a part of 
bringing about this agreement," 
he said in an interview at the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 


ment’s London headquarters. 

"What we’ve done is to stop 
the secrecy and therefore the 
military logic of having these 
weapons," said Lee. 

“We can now predict... what 
the American militajy at 
Greenham are going to do several 
days ahead." 

Not once. Cruisewatch says, 
has a convoy managed to slip 
undetected from the U.S. missile 
base at Greenham Common. 50 
miles west of London, on one of 
its supposedly secret exercises. 

The manoeuvres, without nuc- 
lear warheads, have been held 
about once a month on the 
90,000-acre Salisbury plain in 
southwestern England, site of the 
ancient Stonehenge monument 
and 40 miles from Greenham 
Common. 

Cruisewatch emerged in col- 
laboration with anti-nuclear 
activists living near Greenham 
Common and a women’s protest 
camp outside the U.S. base. The 
women, their numbers reduced to 
a handful, say they, too, plan to 
stay. 

With no formal membership ot 
hierarchy, Cruisewatch maintains 
a network of hundreds of suppor- 
ters in the south of England. 

As the quarter-mile-long con- 
voys of four launchers, two con- 
trol vehicles, up to 16 support 
vehicles and British police escorts 
roll out of Greenham, usually at 
night, Cruisewatch goes into ac- 
tion. 

Alerted by telephone and two- 
way radios, protesters converge 
on the convoy in cars, blocking 
the road or darting between a 
launcher and the police escorts. 

U.S. military officials reftise to 
comment on Cruisewatch activi- 


ties. Soldiers are under orders not 
to touch or speak to the protes- 
ters, but just sit in their vehicles 
while Bntish police haul them 
away. 

But a Cruisewatch ambush by 
100 protesters, which halted a 
convoy for an hour last Novem- 
ber. prompted a warning by Brit- 
ish armed forces Minister John 
Stanley that in wartime anyone 
obstructing missile deployments 
would be “shot on sight. 

For some hardcore activists, 
dogging cruise missiles has be- 
come a way of life. Lee. a former 
marketing ’manager, abandoned 
his career to follow the missiles 
after, he said, a convoy terrified 
his daughter as it rumbled past 
her bedroom. He has been 
arrested dozens of times for ob- 
struction and trespass. 

“It is not something you can do 
on a Saturday afternoon by join- 
ing a demonstration." said Blue 
Joyce, 24. who dropped out of 
Southampton University three 
years ago. has no regular job and 
is a full-time activist. 

Ms. Joyce said she has been 
jailed eight times, serving sent- 
ences of up to 21 days. 

"It is quite literally a resistance 
movement,” she said. “It is 
ordinary people who have beaten 
them, ordinary people who will 
carry on." 

Bruce Kent; chairman of the 
campaign for nuclear disarma- 
ment. called the U.S.-Soviet arms 
treaty “a turning point in human 
history." 

“For the first time we have 
proof that nuclear disarmament is 
possible." he said. “But this is 
just the first step. There must be 
no stopping here, no turning 
back. 
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By Joy Aschenbach 

National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — Some people 
:at earth — and not just in times 
rf famine or because they’re 
rrazy. In some societies, it’s nor- 
nal human behaviour. 

“We think how horrible, how 
. evolting, but there’s no stigma. 

• t’s a nearly universal cross-cultu- 
■ al phenomenon , an accepted fact 
f life,” says geographer John M. 

• iunter of Michigan State Uni- 
pretty, who has~ studied earth- 

- ating, known as geophagv, over 
■ he past 20 years, primarily in 
Africa and Central America. 
What earth-eaters consume 
tostly are fine white clays such as 
aolin — not gritty, organic dirt. 
Tie clays are~ often shaped like 
ggs, disks, or wafer-thin tablets, 
■aked in the sun or smoked over 
fire, and sold in outdoor mar- 
.ets. 

Why people eat earth is rooted 
i religous beliefs, cultural tradi- 
ions, medicinal practices, and 
hysiological needs. 

Clay may be eaten to reduce 
ookworra -caused abdominal 
ain, ease hunger pangs, soothe 
eartbum and nausea, control 
iarrhoea. or simply satisfy a 
raving. To discerning palates, 
Me soil has a pleasingly sour, 
■mony taste. 

But the most common man- 
estation of geophagy. Hunter 
iys, is during pregnancy, so 
tuch so that he calls clays used 
*r eating “pregnancy days." 

In India, for example, elabo- 
■te, baked clay figurines are 
ven as bridal gifts, to be broken 
id eaten during pregnancy. 

In Africa, Hunter says, if a 
egnant woman is “under- 
— -^lurished, exhausted from many 
;K ^*‘*egna ncies in a few years, has no 
war to see or pharmacy to go 
, and no money for nutritional 
pplements. she resorts to inrui- 
pragmatic folk medicine." 
Under these circumstances, he 
^.,'Plains, “days can definitely 
' Pply minerals to the fetus. They 
- mpare favourably with West- 
' - n pharmaceutical supple- 
ints." 

Hunter’s judgment is based on 
Oratory tests’ at Michigan State 
a > analysed clay samples and 
nulaicd human digestion to de- 
tmine what the body receives 
clay. His work is supported 
^fPart bv the National Geog- 
^s^hic Society. 

^^^Depending on where clays di- 
late, they can contain minerals 
-'h as iron, calcium, magne- 
■’ in, potassium, phosphorous, 

•c, copper, and manganese. 
^jCfe ophagy is a harmless prac- 
unless carried to excess. Hun- 
says. Heavy, habitual clay- 
can impede the body's 
~ option of minerals and block 
* - colon. 

iS. culturally rooted 
°pfagy, he says, should not be 
nfused with a psychiatric dis- 
commonly called pica, that 
manifested by chronic, compul- 

* je eating of nonfoods such as 
it Jfd; dialk, paint chips, or dirt. 

Geophagy — which can be 
jeed back to anrient Greek and 
#man times, when embossed 


red-day medallions were widely 
used as medicine — is still prac- 
tised in Africa. Asia, the Middle 
East, Central America, and the 
United States. 

Hunter believes that Africans 
probably started eating clay to 
satisfy* hunger pangs. A person 
would reach out for the nearest 
bit of clay, breaking off a piece of 
the fireplace, for example. “That 
smoked clay would be crispy and 
crunchy to eat,” he says. 

As the practice evolved, a 
favourite family day pit would be 
found, and then one preferred by 
a group of families or a village. 
Eventually a peasant industry 
emerged, with days sold in mar- 
kets, sometimes* hundreds of 
miles away. 

Clays for trade are usually 
washed, mixed with water. , 
kneaded, shaped, often deco- I 
rated, and dried in the sun. 

African slaves brought 
geophagy to the southern United 
States. It is still practised by some 
blacks, mostly during pregnancy, 
in Mississippi, Alabama. Geor- 
gia, and the Carolinas. 

Even when some black women 
move to Northern cities, they are 
sent clays from the family 
clay mound. Hunter says. But 
others look down on the clay- 
eating habits of their mothers and 
grandmothers and consume less- 
nutritious laundry starch instead. 

In Central America, clay-eat- 
ing is associated with the worship 
of the Black Christ at Esquipulas 
in eastern Guatemala. Once a 
sacred Indian site known for its 
healing muds and hot springs, it 
became a Christian shrine after 
the Spanish Conquest. A 5-foot- 
high image of Christ on the cross, 
carved in 1595. became known as 
the Black Christ because its 
brown woods resembled the cop- 
per-coloured skin of the Indians. 

More than a million people a 
year, most from Central Amer- 
ica, now visit the shrine, says 
geographer Robert N. Thomas of 
Michigan State. Small, glistening 
white clay tablets — embossed 
with the image of Christ and 
known as “pan del Senor” (bread 
of the Lord) — are sold to the 
pilgrims. The biscuits are usually 
eaten during pregnancy. 

These tablets, each weighing 
little more than an ounce, are 
made by local people from clay 
from a holy hill. “You have to dig 
down for it several feet, below 
the topsoil and subsoil, where the 
clay is hard, compact, and clean," 
Hunter says- 

From Esquipulas. worship of 
the Black Christ has spread 
throughout much of Central 
America — and with it, day- 
eating. Geographer Oscar H. 
Horsf of Western Michigan Uni- 
versity, who is tracing the diffu- 
sion of Black Christ shrines, has 
reports of at least 170 others, 
most in Guatemala, Honduras, 

El Salvador, and Mexico. Clays 
from Esquipulas or from local 
day pus arc sold at a number of 
these shrines. 

Hunter, who has sampled some 
day. hasn’t acquired a taste for it. 
"Dry in mv mouth... bland,’’ he 
reports. He had to wash it down 
with water. 


Agonies and ironies of a divided Ireland 


Fme white clay tablets, such as this one from Guatemala, embossed 
with the image of Christ, are made to be eaten. In some societies, 
earth-eating, or geophagy, is normal human behaviour. Rooted in 
refigioijs. cultural, and medicinal practices, its most common man- 
ifestation is during pregnancy. 

Earth-eating is 
common in many 

parts of world 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuier 

BALLYCONNELL. Ireland — 
If you sit on the sofa in Felix 
Murray's kitchen, the border be- 
tween British-ruledi Northern Ire- 
land and the Irish Republic runs 
right through you. 

Felix and his two brothers, 
juggling with their status to get 
good value, buy their dog licence 
in the south, their television li- 
cence in the north. 

Some of the cottage bedrooms 
are south of the border, others 
north. Both postmen visit. 

But what is the worst thing 
about living in two states? “They 
cannot stand all the media 3nd 
the tourist buses who come by," 
said one of the Murrays’ recent 
callers, Dublin journalist Colm 
Toibin. who visited while writing 
a book called "Walking Along 
the Border." 

For Toibin. his three-month 
hike on loot along the border 
highlighted both the ironies and 
the agonies of an island divided 
by Britain in 1921 and darkened 
by the blood of sectarian and 
political conflict ever since. 

Toibin. recalling one of the few 
light moments in his trek along a 


disaster-strewn frontier, told 
Reuters (hat the bilateral border 
bungalow “struck me as delight- 
fully funny. They have American 
tourists taking pictures outside, 
'laughing with one foot in the 
north, one in the south." 

Much of his book inevitably 
concentrates on the fallout from 
the bitter confiici that has taken 
2.600 lives in IS years as Irish 
nationalist guerrillas fight to oust 
the British from the north. 

The Murray bungalow is 16 km 
from Enniskillen, where the Ir- 
ish Republican Army (IRA) 
planted a bomb on November 8 
which ripped through a war 
memorial ceremony, "killing 11 
people and provoking interna- 
tional outrage. 

Police and troops on both sides 
of the zig-zagging border, hon- 
eycombed with up to 500 country 
lanes as crossing points, kept a 
wary eye on Toibin as he walked 
along the ramshackle frontier 
where the north’s tragedy is play- 
ed out every day. 

In the little Northern Ireland 
town of Castlederg. scene of six 
murders and 40 bombings in the 
past two years, a local protestant 
councillor told him: “We see no 
light at the end of the tunnel, we 


Qatar uses acupuncture 
to snuff out smoking 


By Adel Abu Rub 

Reuter 

DOHA — Doctors in the small 
Gulf Arab state of Qatar plan to 
use hypnosis, group therapy and 
ancient Chinese acupuncture to 
snuff out smoking bv the vear 
2000. 

Organisers of an anti-smoking 
week for next month. — Qatar’s 
fifth in as many years — say it will 
be the most intensive ever with 
key government ministries join- 
ing in. 

The executive director of 
Qatar’s Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) Hassan Al Suwaidi told 
Reuters (he stop smoking message 
would be pushed through televi- 
sion, radio, newspaper, public 
lectures and debates. 

Even mosques would play a 
part in the campaign named 
“Qatar — Free of Smoking by 
2000.’’ Islam prohibits anything 
harmful to health. 

With a population of 372,000, ‘ 
Qatar imported more than 1,060 
tonnes of cigarettes, cigars and 
other tobacco products worth 55 
million riyals ($15 million) in 
1986. 

Suweidi said that after last 
year’s anti-smoking drive the 
education ministry and the 600- 
bed Hamad Hospital. Qatar's 
largest, banned employees and 
visitors from smoking during 
working hours. 

During the week beginning De- 
cember 5 state school children 
will spend one day debating the 
hazards of the habit and compet- 


ing to produce the best drawing 
of “the evils of smoking." 

The campaign is being orga- 
nised by Qatar’s 2,00&strong 
anti-Smoking Society and the 
QRCS. 

Earlier this year, a special anti- 
smoking unit with the slogan 
“addiction starts with smoking” 
was added to the health ministry's 
psychiatric clinic. 

Although not the first of its 
kind in the Gulf, officials said it 
pioneered a three-pronged treat- 
ment using hypnosis, group ther- 
apy and electro-acupuncture to 
rid smokers of their habit. 

Patients are treated in at least 
three one-hour sessions. If they 
persist in smoking, booster ses- 
sions are given. 

“Acupuncture is particularly 
effective because it causes phy- 
siological changes in the body 
which makes cigarettes unbear- 
able to the smokeT,” unit head 
Dr. Khalil Fadhel said. “He will 
be upset by any cigarette he has." 

Fadhel said the ancient 
Chinese therapy of sticking pins 
into a patient's body at selective 
nerve junctions was first used for 
treating drug addicts in Hong 
Kong in 1971. 

It is now widely used in Europe 
and the United States, especially 
for treating heroin addicts. EJec- 
tro-acupuncture uses low electric 
currents. 

Fadhel , an ex-smoker , said that 
163 of 352 heavy smokers treated 
so far had stopped and others bad 
cut down. 



see nothing, only darkness." 

The bleak, gaunt and rain- 
lashed landscape was matched by 
the despairing mood of so many 
people he mer on both sides. " 

In the village of Clontibret in 
the Irish Republic, one old man 
reflected sadly: “When loves goes 
out of a place, there’s nothing 
left. The young people are ail 
brought up on bombs and guns." 

Toibin came across some of the 
more gruesome milestones in the 
18-year-old conflict, meeting the 
only two survivors of a 1 976 
sectarian massacre when 10 pro- 
testants were gunned down in a 
bus returning from work. 

The survivors were a Catholic, 
told to run away by masked gun- 
men, and Protestant Alan Black 
who was injured but not fatally. 

Now living alongside the chil- 
dren of his slain workmates. 
Black makes an annual pilgrimage 
to the scene of the slaying. He 
iold Toibin with a shudder: “It’s a 
terrible place really. Sadness 
doesn't even begin to describe 
it.” 

Toibin also attended service at 
the Darkley Pentecostal church 
where Irish nationalist guerrillas 
burst in on the congregation in 
1983, mowing down three 


parishioners. 

The pastor, who received 
almost K.UrtO letters of support 
from around the world, chose for 
Toibin's visit the same hymn they 
were singing when the gunmen 
burst in:" 

“Have you been to Jesus for 
the cleansing power? 

"Are you washed in the blood 
of the lamb?" 

In his cross-country pilgrimage, 
Toibin was also swept into a 
petrol bomb-throwing riot in 
Londonderry and had Northern 
Ireland border police pointing 
rifles as they frisked him. 

But the border never ceased to 
have its absurdities for Toibin 
because “it was always zigzagging 
through deserted fields. There 
were two constants on my irip — 
the rain and always asking 
whether 1 was in the north or 
south." 

Now. reflecting hack on the 
doom-laden walk that was fol- 
lowed only u few months later by 
the carnage of Enniskillen, 
Toibin concluded: "That was a 
very sad event but will not change 
the way the IRA operates. Jr"is 
nut going to be a turning point or 
a milestone. That’s what makes it 
all the sadder." 


Handa Habib's 

— ■ ■ - 1 • — gar-rwr 

Mysterious improvements 

I HAVE a strange stun to tell. 

Last week, after coming home from work, ! found an official 
letter from the Greater Amman Municipality. The letter deman- 
ded that I pay an additional (ax of JD 672.750 for “improvement of 
your area." 

As I live in an area where paved streets and sidewalks are a 
rarity; and even ir they exist, they are deteriorating and have more 
holes than asphalt. 1 rushed outside to see if there were any recent 
"improvements’’ that I had failed to notice, but I found no new 
improvements. So 1 called the municipality, and an official there 
told me that the lax was in accordance with Article 24 of the 
municipality’s 1980 law. The law was apparently designed to allow 
the municipality to share in the profits resulting from increased 
real estate values. 

I also found out that other landlords in the area received letters 
demanding additional taxes as high as JD 4,000. So 1 decided to 
pursue the matter with the local authorities. I made another call 
and was advised to clear the matter with the district-municipality 
of TJaa .At Ali. And there, an official insisted that my area “has 
been improved" and that 1 had to pay the additional sum. 

So I requested that the official accompany me to the area to see 
.for himself that no improvements had been made. But since his 
books tell him otherwise and since he had to (end to complaints nf 
other people over mysterious improvements in their own areas, he 
declined. 

I sincerely hope that next time the municipality decides to 
"improve’’ things at such an astronomical expense it consults with 
the people concerned to decide on what improvements are realty 
necessary in their neighbourhoods and to warn them about the 
expeases they will ultimately be required to pay. 


Officials report AIDS is not spreading rapidly in U.S. 


By Jim Fuller 

WASHINGTON — U.S. health 
officials report that the AIDS 
epidemic is not spreading rapidly 
through the heterosexual popula- 
tion of the United Stales. 

The officials made the com- 
ments at a White House briefing 
December 2 following release of 
a report outlining plans for a 
three-year nationwide survey to 
provic* accurate estimates on the 
number of people infected with 
the deadly virus that causes AIDS 
(acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome). 

The Presidential Commission 
on AIDS also issued a prelimin- 
ary report to President Reagan 
outlining the commission's sche- 
dule of work from now through 
preparation of a final report next 
June. The 13-member panel has 
been directed to advise the presi- 
dent on how best to protect the 
public from the AIDS virus. 

Dr. James Mason, director of 
the Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC) in Atlanta. Georgia, said 
that over 46,000 cases of AIDS 
have been reported in the United 


States since 1981. 

Mason said however, that the 
exact number of people infected 
with the AIDS virus is still not 
known. Public health officials 
have estimated, that somewhere 
between 1 million and 1.5 million 
U.S. citizens are infected with the 
AIDS virus. Those infected show 
no disease symptoms and may not 
come down with the disease for 
many years. 

“With an incubation period 
which is at leas! 7.5 years... the 
number of reported cases does 
not represent the extent of infec- 
tion among the population,” 
Mason said!” “We need to know 
what’s going on under the water 
in terms of an iceberg of infec- 
tion.” 

Mason said that the nationwide 
survey, due to be completed in 
1990, is essential to target and 
evaluate control efforts at local 
and state levels, to predict future 
health care needs, and to under- 
stand where the AIDS epidemic 
is headed. 

Dr. Otis Bowen, secretary of 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, said that 


although the limited data col- 
lected so far is not precise, “the 
statistics show that this is not a 
massive, wildly spreading 
epidemic among heterosexuals 
that some people fear. And I 
think panic should be avoided in 
all incidences.” 

Bowen said that all scientific 
evidence shows that AIDS is hard 
to get. with the virus being trans- 
muted mainly through shared dir- 
ty needles used by drug users and 
through promiscuous homosexual 
activities. 

“We really don’t have the data 
that will enable us to precisely 
measure how well we’re bringing 
the disease under control."' 
Mason said. “But what our data 
does show us, as imprecise as it is. 
is that the disease is not spreading 
wildly through the U.S. popula- 
tion. But it is spreading in those 
groups that continue to partici- 
pate in behaviours that transmit 
the virus.” 

Mason said the CDC is con- 
ducting both a general nation- 
wide survey of AIDS prevalence 
and separate surveys in 30 metro- 
politan areas that" include both 


high-risk and low-risk popula- 
tions. He said the metropolitan 
data will be collected from hospit- 
als as well us sexually transmitted 
disease, drug treatment, family 
planning, pre-natal and tubercu- 
losis clinics. 

“This will give us an under- 
standing of patterns of infection 
in terms of prevalence, but also 
will allow us to measure the 
extent of new infections — 
whether incident rates are declin- 
ing. increasing or staying the 
same." he said. 

Mason said that all testing for 
AIDS virus during the surveys 
will be anonymous, with no iden- 
tification other than age, sex and 
race provided by individuals 
being tested. He said this is the 
only way to protect the confiden- 
tiality of those testing positive for 
the AIDS virus. 

The chairman of the Presiden- 
tial Commission on AIDS. 
Admiral James Watkins, told re- 
porters his panel would hold pub- 
lic hearings over the next two 
months on several major issues 
concerning the AIDS epidemic. 
— U.S. Information Agency, 





ROYAL 

JORDANIAN’S 

24 th 

ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 






_ Rule* ana Regulation* I '. I 


ROYAL JORDANIAN’S 24th 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
We’re inviting all our passengers to join 
us in celebrating our 24th anniversary this 
December 15th. 

We’re giving away free prizes to passengers 
travelling on Royal Jordanian in December. 
Win a new Fiat Regata or one of 23 trips 
anywhere from Los Angeles to Singapore. 


HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR 
24th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Just pick up a Celebration Coupon when you 
check in during the month of December. Our 
counter staff will give you one with your 
boarding pass. Fill in the special coupon, put it 
in one of the boxes in the terminal before 
boarding your flight. Or give it to the crew on 
board. And that’s all you have to do to win. 


THERE’S A NEW FEELING IN THE .AIR 

On the ground, on board - everywhere in our R0YALJORPANIAN 
42 destinations - we're celebrating our 24 - 
years of service with our new colors flying 
high. We hope vou’ll join us in our 24th r nt t uuurl-mjliwrlr 
Anniversary Celebration. SCltlflg I10W St3.FICS3TC!S 
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Asmussen wins super jockeys title 


TAKARAZUKA, Japan (Agencies) — American 
jockey Cash Asmussen won one race and finished 
second, third and sixth in the others to win the 
overall title Sunday in the international invitational 
horse races at Hanshin Race Course in western 


Janan. 


The 25-year-old Asmu&sen, 
riding Wonder Resist, won the 
1.600-merre (one mile) Golden 
Saddle Trophy Race by a neck 
and finished third in the 2.000- 
metre (i'/wnile) Golden Whip 
Trophy Race Sunday, bringing 
his total to 165 points. 

On Saturday, Asmussen, on 
Toa Souru, finished second in the 


Golden Spur Trophy Race and 
sixth in the Golden Boots Trophy 
Race. 

Asmussen. who came to Japan 
as a jockey representing Europe, 
won a prize of 3 million yen 
($22,730) plus a gold trophy. 

Yukio Okabe of Japan came in 
second with 140 points after win- 
ning the Golden Whip Race by a 


neck and finishing second in the 
Golden Saddles Race Sunday. 

Third overall was Japan's 
Hiroshi Kawachi with one vic- 
tory’, one third-place finish and 
one fifth for 155 points. 

Laffit Pincay Jr., a U.S. Hall of 
Fame Jockey, was next with one 
victory for 100 points. 

The winner of each race re- 
ceived 100 points, the runner-up 
40, third placer 25, fourth placer 
15 and fifth placer 10. 

Each jockey also received a 


million yen ($7,600) allowance 
for each race. 

Seven foreign and three 
Japanese jockeys competed. 


Werder surges ahead to top of 
table after crushing Karlsruhe 


BONN (R) — Werder Bremen 
pulled two points clear at the top 
of the West German First Divi- 
sion on Saturday after an easy 2-0 
away win over newly-promoted 
Karlsruhe. 

Bayern Munich, champions for 
the last three years, saw their 
hopes of closing the gap on Wer- 
der before a traditional 10-week 
midwinter break dashed after a 
hard-fought 2-2 draw at Ham- 
burg. 

werder trainer Otto Rehhagel 
was in buoyant mood after 
watching his team romp to vic- 
tory, thanks to two goals from 
seasoned sinker Frank Neubarth. 

‘We’re in a great situation. My 
young team is enthusiastic. But 
we've still got almost the whole 


round of return matches.” Reh- 
hagel said. 

Bayern Munich started con- 
fidently enough with a goal in the 
23rd minute from capfain Klaus 
Augenthaler. But after halftime a 
different Hambure returned to 
the field. 

Eight minutes into the second 
half" midfielder Thomas von 
Heesen equalised, and just seven 
minutes later a perfectly-judged 
25-metre shot from Thomas' 
Korth pur the northern club 
ahead. 

Bayern midfielder Lothar 
Matrheus rescued Bayern mi- 
nutes from the final whistle with a 
lucky shot. They now lie third, 
three points behind Werder who 
have a game in hand. 


Cologne, who only weeks ago 
were tfie only unbeaten side in 
the league, seemed to have lost 
their way after a 3-0 away 
thrashing from lowly Kaisers- 
lautern. 


Kaiserslautern put up their best 
performance of the season, with 
goals from ex-Cologne player 
Frank Hartmann and strikers 
Harald Kohr and Sergio Allievi. 

* 

Elsewhere, the recent sacking 
of trainer Horst Kappel seemed 
not to have the desired effect for 
Bayer Uerdingen. who sank 
further towards the bottom of the 
table after a 4-2 mangling at the 
hands of Borussia Moencheng- 
ladbach — their third home de- 
feat this season. 


Italy downs Portugal for berth in 
European Soccer Championship 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — Italy suc- 
cessfully completed a qualifying 
round for the 19S8 European 
Soccer Championship by down- 
ing Portugal 3-0 at Milan’s Meaz- 
za" Stadium Saturday. 

The Italian team, which had 
clinched a berth for the final 
round of the European competi- 
tion defeating Sweden 2-1 in Na-' 
pies last month, ended the five- 
team group-two round with an 
unbeatable lead of 13 points out 
of 8 matches, three points ahead 
of the Swedish runner-up. 

Portugal was left with six points 
in 7 matches and one game still to 
be played against last-placed Mal- 
ta on Dec. 20. 


Italian wonder-forward Gian- 
Luca Vialli gave the home team a 
1-0 half-time lead with a powerful 
shot from about 25 metres in the 
8th minute. 

Midfielder Giuseppe Giannini 
scored Italy's second goal in the 
88th minute. Seconds "before the 
final whistle, in the 90th, 


new- 


comer Roberto Agostini made it 


three. 

Italy, fielding its best eleven, 
and Portugal, missing several key 
players ana its star-forward Paulo* 
Futre, mostly confronted at mid- 
field and produced a few oppor- 
tunities close to the net. 

The Italians, who considered 
the match a sort of training, did 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


A One bedroom, living room, kitchen and bathroom. 

B. Two bedrooms, livirig/dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Zahran quarter. 

Tel. 641443, 655708. 


not press too hard following the 
early goal by Vialli also because 
the rain-drenched field made the 
players' balance difficult and 
tackles dangerous. 

Only 20,000 fans watched the 
match in the 80,000-seat Milanese 
stadium and occasionally whistled 
at what appeared to be an insuffi- 
cient engagement by the Italian 
team. 

The two late goals produced 
ovations, however. 

Vialli, the young striker of 
Sampdoria of Genoa who had 
tallied both qualifying goals 
against Sweden, opened the score 
with a cannon-ball which passed 
through a crowded penalty-area 
and ended into the Portuguese 
net, near the post right to goalie 
Jesus. 

Vialli also made the beautiful 
pass, past the Portuguese de- 
fence, which led to De Agostini's 
goal. 


Evander 
crushes 
Qawi, 
retains 
dual titles 


ATLANTIC CITY (R) - Evan- 
der Holyfield successfully de- 
fended his two 87-kg rides with a 
fourth-round knockout of fqllow- 
American Dwight Mohammad 
Qawi on Saturday. 

Holyfield, the successful defen- 
der of both the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) cruiser- 
weight and International Boxing 
Federation (IBF) junior 
heavyweight crowns, sent Qawi to 
the canvas twice in the fourth 
round, finishing him off with a 
powerful combination that left 
him sprawled on the ring, partial- 
ly under the ropes. 

“i caught him right on the 
button,” Holyfield said. 

Qawi was counted out by re- 
feree Randy Neumann two mi- 
nutes 30 seconds into the fourth 
round. The 34-year-old’s mana- 
ger announced afterwards that 
the former World Boxing Council 
(WBC) light heavyweight and 
WBA junior heavyweight cham- 
pion was retiring, ending with a 
career record of 28-5-1. 

On an earlier card. American 
Mark Breland scored a unani- 
mous 10-round victory over 
Javier Suazo of Mexico. It was 
Breland's first fight since losing 
the WBA welterweight title three 
months ago. 

Holyfield ’s impressive per- 
formance set the stage for him to 
move from the 87-kg division to 
the heavyweight class and a shot 


at champion Mike Tyson. 

Lou Duva. Holyfield’s trainer 


said: “Give me six months and 
then let's make a date to meet 
Tyson.” 

Holyfield, who raised his re- 
cord to 17-0 with 13 knockouts, 
had edged Qawi by a split deci- 
sion margin in their first 15-round 
punch-filled bout in July 1986 to 
win the WBA junior heavyweight 
title. 

On the early card, Breland 
dominated the fight throughout, 
punching away almost unopposed 
with left jabs, but he was unable 
to unload a really damaging blow 
against Suazo, whose record 
dropped to 17-4-1 with eight 
knockouts. 


The convention centre crowd 
ew restless at times through the 
ighi, and Breland was booed 
throughout the fight. 

“I paid no attention to them. I 
won, that’s what counts," said 
Breland, who improved his re- 
cord to 19-1 with 12 knockouts. 


Himalayan runners finish 
world’s highest marathon 


LONDON (R) — Athletes from 
five countries have run the 
world's highest marathon in the 
Himalayan mountains of Nepal in 
aid of charity, the organisers said 
on Saturday. 

Forty-five runners from Bri- 
tain, France, The Netherlands, 
the United States and Nepal took 
part in the Nov. 27 race, which 
began on the glaciers near 
Everest base camp at an altitude 
of 17,000 feet (5,180 metres). 


Spokesman Robert Howard 
tola Reuters the runners raised 


£50,000 ($89,000) for four char- 
ities which build schools and hos- 
pitals in Nepal. 

“To reach the start they had to 
trek through the foothills of the 
Himalayas for 16 days and camp 


out in freezing temperatures,’' he 
said. 

He said the athletes, who in- 
cluded four women, had run at an 
altitude where there was only half the 
normal amount of oxygen, cros- 
sed hair-raising suspension 
bridges and endured tempera- 
tures ranging from minus 15 de- 
gres centigrade to over 20 degrees 
centigrade in one day. 

The winner w«s 32-year-old 
Scotsman Stewart Dutfield, who 
completed the course in four 
hours. 53 minutes and 10 
seconds. He was followed 34 
■seconds later by Gurkha Soldier 
Phabendra Magar, 26. 

Howard said the next Everest 
marathon was being planned for 
1989. 


Cavaliers outpace Lakers 


RICHFIELD, Ohio (AP) — 
Tyrone Corbin tipped in a missed 
shot at the final buzzer, giving the 
Cleveland Cavaliers a 97-95 vic- 
tory over the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

It was the first time in nearly 
two years that Los Angeles had 
lost three consecutive regular- 
season games. 

Phil Hubbard led the Cava- 
liers, who have now won three 
straight, with 19 points, and Cor- 
bin 1 scored 16. 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar led the 
Lakers with 21 points. 

Mavericks 109, Nuggets 96 

Mark Aguirre scored 17 of his 
35 points during a 20-0 second- 
quarter outburst and the Dallas 
Mavericks went on to a 109-96 
victory over the Denver Nuggets. 

The game marked the first time 
in 44 all-time meetings that Dal- 
las had held Denver under 100 
points. 

Supersonics 115, Bullets 99 

. Xavier McDaniel scored 26 
points and the Seattle Super- 
sonics broke open a tie game in 
the fourth quarter to defeat the 
Washington Bullets 115-99. 

Moses Malone had 21 points 
for the Bullets 


Allan Leave!] added a season- 
high 15 assists, also in only three 
periods, to eclipse his personal 


high of 14 against Golden State. 
Eric Floya scored 18 points for 


Rockets 121, Warriors 96 

Purvis Short hit 13 of 15 shots 
and scored 27 points, pacing the 
Houston Rockets to a 121-96 
victory over the Golden State 
Warriors. 


the Warriors, who have lost all 
nine of their road games. 

Jazz 326, Kings 117 

Reserve forward Thurl Bailey 
scored 25 points as the Utah Jazz 
won their first road game of the 
season in six tries with a 126-117 
victory over the Sacramento 
Kings. 

K"ari Malone added 23 points 
and a team-high 11 rebounds for 
the Jazz. LUah starting guard 
Bobby Hansen contributed a sea- 
son-high 22 points. 

Spurs 110, Bulls 101 

Johnny Dawkins scored 20 
points as the San Antonio Spurs 
beat Central Division-leading 
Chicago 110-101 Saturday night 
despite 40 points from the Bulls’ 
Michael Jordan. 

The Bulls, who got 17 points 
and 12 rebounds from Charles 
Oakley, missed six ffee-throw 
attempts in the final period. 

Trail Blazers 133, Suds 115 

Gyde Drexler scored 34 points 
and the Portland Trail Blazers 
won their eighth consecutive 
NBA game with a 133-115 victory 
over tne Phoenix Suns Saturday 
night. 

The victory streak is one shy of 
the club record set in 1970-80 and 
tied the following season. 


Graham back on his feet again 


DONCASTER, England (RJ — Britain's Herat Graham bpunced 
back on Saturday night from the first defeat of his careento stop 
American Ricky Stackhouse and revive his world middleweight 
title hopes. Graham showed little sign of rustiness after taking six 
months off following the loss of his European crown. Sharp from 
the opening bell, he put Stackhouse down at the end of the fifth 
and was well in front on points when referee Ron Hackett halted 
the contest after 31 seconds of the eighth round. 


DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 2 bathrooms, 
large kitchen, central heating, spacious garden, telephone, 
garage. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Please call; 740733, after 9;00 a.m. 




FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating, garage, telephone, 
spacious, with veranda. 

Convenient location in Shmeisani, near commercial area. 

Enquiries: tei. 624719 (daytime) or 661058 (evenings) 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, big 
kitchen, salon, dining room, centrally heated, telephone, 
garage, garden, quiet & good location. 

For more details, call: 666903, Amman 







THE JORDANIAN ELECTRIC 
POWER CO. LTD. AMMAN 
LOAN 2710-JO SIXTH POWER 
PROJECT 

The Jordanian Electric Power Company Limited (JEPCO) 
invites bids for the supply of the following equipment for 
the Sixth Power Project, financed by the World Bank under 
a loan agreement. 

Bids are invited from the World Bank member countries. 

Switzerland. Taiwan and China for the following: 

JEP 1124/IBRD — Galvanised Tubular Steel Poles and 
Accessories 

Tender documents can be inspected and purchased from 
the offices of Kennedy and Donkin at the address below 
as of Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1987. Application for tender 
documents must include a nonreturnable fee of £40 
Sterling for each complete set with which to tender. 
Documents will only be despatched on receipt of this fee. 
Kennedy and Donkin Consulting Engineers, Westbrook 
Mills, Godaiming, Surrey, England. 

Telex 859373 KDHO G. 

Tender documents may also be inspected only at the 
JEPCO offices in Amman, Jabal Amman, near First Circle. 
Tenders are to be submitted in English and must be 
completed in duplicate using the documents provided. 
The 'Master' and ‘Copy’ tenders are to be returned to 
JEPCO in Amman. 

All tenders are to be submitted by 12:00 noon 
local time on Wednesday, March 2, 1988. The 
‘Master’ tender will be opened thereafter in the 
offices of JEPCO on the closing date set for the 
rofieipt of tenders. 


H.R.H. Princess Alia 

The Royal Theatre Company in cooperation 
with the Haya Arts Centre 
Present 

ALLADIN 



An Original Play written by Nabil Sawalha and directed by Vanessa 
Batrouni. 

atthe Royal Cultural Centre 

Nightly from Monday, Dfcc. 7 to Dec. 18 (except Fridays) at 7 JO p.m. 
Matinees: Thursday, Dec. 10 & Thursday, Dec. 17 at 4 JO p.m. 
Tickets available from the RCC, the Haya Arts Centre and 
the French Cultural Centre 
JD 3 for adults, JD 1 25 for students & children 


FOR RENT 

For Companies or Embassies 



1. Open space, 3rd floor, 450 sq.m. 

2. False ceiling. 

3. Centra! heating and air conditioning. 

4. Telephone and telex lines are available. 
‘5. Parking area is available. 


Contact phone no. 664239. 




Louis’ son accused of ‘kidnapping hoax’ 


CINCINNATI I AP) — The son of former heavyweight boxing 
champion Joe Louis, who has been accused of staging a false 
kidnapping, has been ordered held without bond by U.S. 
Magistrate J. Vincent Aug. The FBI s*id Joe Louis Banow n, 20, 
called to say that his stepbrother was kidnapped Sunday, but an 


all-night investigation by seven agents revealed that the kidnap- 


ping was a hoax. Assistant U.S. Attorney Robert A. Behlen 
said Barrow had no job or family locally. Behlen expressed 
doubts about the man’s claimed access to a $30-mi!Iion trust ftmd 
and the ownership of his S78.000 white Porsche sports car. “It’s 
still a pretty fuzzy picture.” Aug said. 


2 soccer officials die in plane crash 


TURIN, Italy (AP) — A small private plane crashed near this 
Piedmont capital Saturday, killing both people aboard, one of 
whom was the president of the First Division soccer club 
Fiorentina, authorities said. After an eight-hour search, rescue 
teams found the wreckage of the Cessna 172 and the bodies of 
Piercesare Baretti and Oreste Puglisi. The plane was piloted by 
Baretti, 48, who had been president of the Florence soccer team 
since 1986. Previously, he served as a league official and editor of 
the Turin sports daily Tuttosport. Puglisi, 71, was a retired flight 
instructor. The plane disappeared from radar screens at around 
noon, shortly after taking off from Turin on a training flight. 
Airport authorities said the pilot reported to the control tower 
that visibility was poor and he was turning back. There was no 
further contact. About 300 people searched a mountain range 
about 30 kilometres southwest of Turin, but were hampered by 
rain, snow and fog. They reached the wreckage Saturday night on 
a mountainside at an altitude of 700 metres. 


Nakayama wins Olympic qualifying race 


FUKUOKA, Japan (R) — Favourite Takeyuki Nakayama of 
Japan easily won the Fukuoka Internationa! Marathon, a 
Japanese Olympic qualifying race, here on Sunday. Nakayama, 
27. winner at the Asian Games in Seoul last year, fought cold, wet 
conditions to finish the gruelling race in two hours eight minutes 
IS seconds. The 152-strong field included 17 competitors from 
nine foreign nations. Nakayama set his best time of 2:08:15 in 
1985. Compatriot Masanari Shintaku was second with 2:10:34, 
followed by Joerg Peter of East Germany with 2:11:22. Japan's 
Toshihiko Seko. winner of this year’s Boston Marathon, did not 
take part. He is expected to compete in February’s Tokyo 
Marathon, another Olympic qualifying race. 


Colandro wins Air New Zealand Open 


AUCKLAND. New Zealand ( AP) — Mike Colandro claimed his 
biggest paycheck ever by winning the $200,000 Air New Zealand 
Shell Open Golf tournament at Titirangi on Sunday. Colandro, of 
the United States, shot a 67 to finish 10 under par, one stroke 
ahead of Australian Rodger Davis, last year's winner. It was the 
34-year-old Colandro’s first win in a four-round tournament. 
“God has helped me through some real tough situations," said 

this 


Colandro, who has won about $100,000 


year. Sunday's 

$36,000 check, however, was by far his biggest. He played steadily 


in the last round, coming from two strokes behind Saturday's 


leader and tournament favourite Sandy Lyle of Scotland. Lyle 

lt for 


had a poor day putting. He shot a 73 to finish seven under par 
the tournament. 


Chinese runner sets record in Macao 


MACAO (AP) — Favoured Zhang Guowei of China easily won 
the 7th annual Macao Marathon on Sunday, beating 584 other 
runners in a meet record time of 2 hours, 16 minutes, 21 seconds. 
Wu Jichang of China was second in 2:19:48 and Australia's Brian 
Morgan third in 2:24:18. Both Chinese runners broke the old 
record of 2:20:18 set two years ago by Antonio Erotavo of Italy, 
who has won the Macao Marathon five times but did not compete 
this year. Tang Hangwei of China won the womans crown in 
2:5S:24. Most of the runners in the 42. 195-kilometre race were 
from Hong Kong and .Macao. The race was run through this 
Portuguese enclave’s narrow streets in crisp weather, with 
temperatures hovering around 9 degrees Celsius (48 degrees 
Fahrenheit). Zhang received a prize of $5,000, Wu $3,000 and 
Morgan $1,500, Miss Tang received $1,000. 




ve 


■iifits o 


n 


nation it 



THE BEST OFFER 
m Aqaba and Amman 

T-SHIRT = JD 2.5 


LACOSTE 


On Uie occasion of Christmas and the Naw Year 
We offer Special and reduced prices 

wide variety and different colours of pullovers from 3.5 . JD 6 


Wide variety and different colours of T-Shirts from JD 
“it ‘ 3|_ 5 Wide variety and different colours of sweat- 
shirts from JD 3.5 - JD 5. 


In addition to jackets, leather belts, shorts, sodks, 
3»ps. and jeans shirts and trousers. 

We also received a new variety of logging suits brand: 

Boss, Nike, addldas, LACOSTE For adults 
and children in addition to Robe de Chambers 
of rive colours. 



IN AMMAN we will 


Open Fridays 11 and 18 /12 87 only 
SUBE1H FOR GARMENTS Tei 823485 


Amman - Bayader Wadi Al Seer - MAIN Str., 

U opposite the mosque, 2) Near to Abu Shaqra. 


Aqaba - Cornice Str. 
Daman Ejtima'i Building. 

Tei 316388 
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f Cinema 

1 CONCORD 

Tel: 677420' 
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Cinema 

Tel: 0755731 

OPERA 


SPEED CROSS 
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Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


(Arabic) 
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^ Iraq announces new 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — New 
oil fields have been discovered ia 
Iraq, boosting the country's con- 
firmed oil reserves to about 100 
billion barrels of oil, an Iraqi 
official said Sunday. 

The director general of the 
state-owned Oil Exploration 
Cbmpany told the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INAJ that new 
fields were found in northern, 
central and southern regions after 
a survey of a 300,000 square 
.kilometres territory. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, did not name the official. 

INA did not say when or exact- 
ly where the oil was found, nor 


provided an estimate of the fields' 
capacity. 

But it quoted the official as 
saying the new exploration pro- 
vided “substantial increase" in 
Iraq's confirmed oil reserves, 
bringing them to 100 billion bar- 
rels, and the semi-confirmed re- 
serves to more than 4U billion 
banreis. 

Iraq has previously announced 
that its confirmed ’oil reserves 
amount io more than 70 billion 
barrels, indicating the latest find 
was estimated at about 30 billion 
bands. 

Iraq is a member of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 


Countries, and ns current oil pro- 
duction is about 3.75 million bar- 
rels of oil a day. 

Baghdad has been demanding 
a quota equal to that of Iran’s 
2.369 million barrels a dav. Iran 
and Iraq have been at war since 
September I9SU. 

_ Iraq has been awarded bv 
OPEC 3 quota of 1.5 million 
barrels a day. bur Baghdad re- 
jected it. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim said late November that 
Iraq may decrease its production 
if the Dec. 9 OPEC ministerial 
conference gives Iraq a quota 
equal to Iran’s. 


Ceausescu fires finance minister 


VIENNA (R) — Romanian Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu, facing a 
worsening economy and domestic 
unrest sparked by deteriorating 
living conditions, has fired his 
finance minister. 

Mr. Alexandra Babe was dis- 
missed by presidential deoree 
"for having failed to fulfill his job 
obligations," the official Ager- 

E res news agency, monitored 
ere, reported on Saturday. 

TTie dismissal was announced 
three days after the first official 
confirmation of a violent demon- 
stration last month in Brasov, the 
country's second largest city, and 
an announcement that Romania 
may suspend repayment of its 
$1.9 billion debt to the World 


Bank. 

Mr. Babe was replaced by Mr. 
Gheorghe Parashchiv, former de- 
puty minister of foreign trade and 
international economic coopera- 
tion, the agency said. 

Some 20" ministers have been 
dismissed or reshuffled since late 
August. Western diplomats say 
President Ceausescu’s way of 
dealing with chronic shortages of 
food and energy is simply to get 
rid of or rearrange his officials. 

The severe shortages have re- 
sulted from President Ceausescu’s 
drive to halve the country’s over- 
all hard currency debt to some 
S5.5 billion since 1981. 

According to some reports, up 
to 20.000 people took pan in the 


Brasov protest on Nov. 15 during 
which eyewitnesses said the town 
hall and Communist Party head- 
quarters were stormed and de- 
monstrators chanted "down with 
[Ik dictator." 

Aaerpres said on Wednesday 
the protest's leaders, who now 
face prosecution, were sacked 
from their jobs in a truck factory 
together with the plant's manage- 
ment. 

Veteran Romanian communist 
Silviu Srucan warned last week 
that the Brasov riot indicated that 
Romanian workers were fed up 
with privation and would no lon- 
ger accept “being treated like an 
obedient .servant." 


Profits drop sharply at Deutsche Bank 


DUESSELDORF (R1 — Profits 
fell sharply in the first 10 months 
of this Vear at Deutsche Bank, 
West Germany's biggest bank, 
ending a 10-year series of straight 
records. 

The drop in earnings partly re- 
flected the fact that tn 1986 pro- 
fits were swollen by a massive 
deal, the acquisition and place- 
ment of the former Flick Group, 
which brought the bank nearly 
one billion marks ($600 million). 

The stock market crash in 
October also obliged the bank to- 
write down some of its share 
holdings, taking extraordinary 
losses on its portfolio, Deutsche 
said in a statement. 

German banks give only 
sketchy details of their profits at 
die interim stage and Deutsche 
was no exception. 

It said, without giving exact 
figures, that the group total oper- 
ating profits in the first 10 months 
were 27 per cent lower than in a 
pro-rated 10 months of the whole 
of 1986, excluding the Flick deal. 


Share analysts have estimated 
Deutsche’s total group operating 
profit for the whole of last year a"t 
between 6V5 and seven billion 
marks ($3.9 and $4.2 billion). 

Parent bank partial operating 
profit fell 48.9 per cent to 1.23 
billion marks ($750 million) from 
2.42 billion marks l $1.47 billion) 
in the same period of 1986. 

Partial operating profit com- 
prises earnings on traditional bor- 
rowing and lending business plus 
earnings from commission, less 
operating costs, but excluding 
trading" on the bank's own 
account. 

Other major German banks 
which have presented interim re- 
sults over the past week have also 
reported large fails in profits from 
last year’s records. 

With Commerzbank, costs rose 
more sharply than earnings and at 
Dresdner Bank earnings virtually 
stagnated while costs continued 
to rise. 

But Deutsche suffered from a 
6.5 per cent rise in costs at the 


parent bank, reflecting higher 
staff numbers, increases salaries 
and continuing investment in 
computers. 

At the same time, earnings on 
the key interest business — where 
for technical reasons the Flick 
transaction was booked last year 
— dropped 2U.2 per cent and 
eamings on commission slipped 
3.8 per cent. 

Management board speaker, or 
cochairrhan. Mr. F. Wilhelm 
Christians declined to comment 
on the bank's dividend prospects. 
On 1986 results, Deutsche paid 
an unchanged 12 marks, plus a 
five-mark bonus for the Flick 
deal. 

Mr. Christians ended months 
of speculation about the bank’s 
management, announcing that 
when he steps down next May his 
colleague as cochairman, Mr. 
Alfred Herrhausen, would con- 
tinue alone, ending a 21-year 
tradition of having two men at the 
top. 


Inflation in Turkey reaches 42 per cent 


ANKARA (R) — Turks, faced 
" with sweeping price increases, 

• were told last week inflation had 
. hit its highest level since Prime 
-Minister Turgut Ozal took office 
in 1983. 

Turkey's State Statistics Insti- 
tute said the annual inflation rate 

hit 41.7 per cent in November, 

with retail prices jumping 6.2 per 
— 'cent from October. 

The figures were released after 
a general election returned Mr. 
Jf Ozal's conservative Motherland 

& 


Party to power for a second five- 
year term after a campaign 
dominated by attacks on his free- 
market economic policies. 

Bankers said they expected in- 
flation to reach 45 per cent by the 
end of the year, way over* Mr. 
Ozal's target of 25 per cent and 
up sharply from 30.7 per cent in 
1986. 

Mr. Ozal said the government 
would concentrate on bringing 
down inflation. It stood at 31.4 
per cent when he came to office 


after army rule in 1983. 

A series of increases in state- 
controlled prices announced since 
the election has drawn angry re- 
sponses from organised labour 
and opposition parties. 

Rises of between 10 and 50 per 
cent on post and airline services, 
fuel, cigarettes, telephones, alco- 
hol, electricity, food, newsprint 
and other items are designed to 
help reduce budget deficit. 


THE Daily Crossword by Frank Geary 


ACROSS 
1 Tranquil 
5 Horses 
10 Ancient 
church desk 

14 To shelter 

15 Idolize 
15 Wearing 


18 Tire type 

19 Wtilmpor 

20 Gunther's 


22 Wise - 
24 Offspring 


28 Player 
28 Emerald — 
30 Hoods' guns 
32 Scratch out 
36 “The — " 
(O'Connor 


40 Adjure 
42 Terrorist's 


43 “Captains — 

45 Arch 

46 Minor prophet 

47 Time periods 
49 Milwaukee 

team 

52 us patriot 
B7 Chum 

59 Puts on 

M Fireman's 
need 

B 1 Iniquity 

53 Fiber plant 
65 Besides 

65 Gambling 
town 

67 Initiate 

66 Obtains 
99 Therefore 

70 Belial 

71 GaeUe 

DOWN 

1 SA Indian 

2 Unique ' 

3 Slightest 

4 Deserve 

5 Concern 

6 Pindaric work 

7 Discovers 
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IMF pressures banks to increase lendin: 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tfie International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) reported that banks in the Western 
industrial countries loaned $3 billion more to the 
Third World than they got back in the first half of 
1987. 


But the IMF said in the state- 
ment Sunday that during that 
period the banks paid out S3-5 
million in ''concerted” loans to 
Mexico, which already owed 
more than $100 billion- Banks 
call such loans involuntary lend- 
ing. since it is made only under 
pressure from the IMF and the 
151 governments that own it. 

Iruhe first six months of 1986. 
banks got back S7 billion more 
from the Third World than they 
lent. 

In recent years banks have 
been making lew loans on their 
own initiative to heavily indebted 
countries. The World Bank, the 
fund's sister organisation, esti- 
mates Third World debt at more 
than $1 trillion. 

The fund offered no new fi- 
gure. bur said total debt rose in 
the first half of the years, not only 
because of the new' loans but also 
because Third World countries 
fell behind anoihcr S2 billion in 
payments of interest on old 
ones. 

Brazil made a major contribu- 
tion to those arrears by suspend- 
ing interest last February on ab- 


out S6S billion of its debt to 
banks. 

Payments of interest and small 
amounts of principal are costing 
Third World countries about $30 
billion a year, an expense their 
leaders complain has crippled 
their development. 

At the end of last month the 
presidents of eight Latin Amer- 
ican countries said they may have 
to reduce their payments on S543 
billion worth of debt, unless len- 
ders give them some relief. 

"Hundreds of banks now just 
say no" to new Third World 
loans, according to Mr. Robert 
D. Sloan, an executive of the 
First National Bank of Chicago. 

The fund's latest figures also 
show that Third World" countries 
increased their deposits in banks 
bv $18.5 billion in the first half of 
i9S7, in contrast to SIS billion in 
net withdrawals in the first half of 
1986. 

"Almost all of this increment 
reflected higher official foreign 
exchange reserves and came 
mainly from Taiwan... and Mex- 
ico.” said the fund's monthly 
"IMF Memorandum." 


Taiwan has been accumulating 
dollar reserves in large part by 
heavy sales of its goods to the 
United States. U.S. officials com- 
plained that Taiwan authorities 
nave not let their currency rise in 
value against the dollar as much 
as other currencies have done. A 
higher price for the Taiwan dollar 
would make Taiwanese goods 
more expensive and less saleable 
in the" United States. 

Mexico has been accumulating 
reserves by increasing exports of 
other goods in addition to the oil 
that has been its mainstay in 
recent years. 

Study urges 'haven' states 
to help stop capital night 
from debtor countries 

Meanwhile, a study urged the 
United States and other banking 
countries to help stop the flight of 
billions of dollars in private capit- 
al from debtor nations. 

The study, prepared by Mr. 
John Williamson, an adviser to 
the IMF, estimates capital flight 
at close to $100 billion from five 
of the main debtor nations: 
Argentina, Brazil. Mexico, the 
Philippines and Venezuela. 

Those five owe other countries 
nearly $350 billion, and their gov- 
ernments are seelting new loans 
for investments they hope will 


raise living standards. Capital 
owned by their own citizens could 
be used for that purpose if it were 
not being stashed away abroad, 
the study says. 

it recommends that the United 
States and other "haven" na- 
tions: 

— Put a substantial withhold- 
ing tax on income from invest- 
ments in their countries which are 
held by people who live else- 
where:" 

— Sign tax treaties so thai 
other countries can tax the in- 
come their citizens receive from 
investments abroad; 

— Try to reduce real interest 
rates, the current rates minus 
inflation, to previous levels. 

The IMF ininks ihe iota! our- 
flow from debtor countries may 
have reached $300 billion for the 
years I974-S5. much of ir depo- 
sited in the banks of wealthier 
countries. 

Mr. Williamson is a senior fel- 
low at the Institute of Interna- 
tional Economics, a private study 
group that sponsored his report. 
He collaborated with Mi. Donald 
R. Lessard. a visiting fellow at 
the institute who now 7 teaches at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 

They say the main responsibil- 
ity for’the flight of capital rests, on 
the governments of countries that 
have lost the monev. 


Yves Saint Laurent earns 
higher income from perfumes 

PARIS (R) — Perfumes, not clothes, will account for 86 per cent of 
turnover this year at Yves Saint Laurent (YSL), the firm bearing the 
name of France’s best known high fashion designer, according to 
figures released last week. 

The company last month cancelled plans for a share flotation in the 
wake of the global stock market crash, but President Pierre Berge 
said the offering would go ahead nexi year as soon as markets had 
recovered their stability. 

Mr. Pierre Berge, who founded the firm 26 years ago with the 
designer Yves Saint Laurent, said that with the company's new 
emphasis on perfumes, high fashion was now just a prestiee activity 
for YSL. " ... 

Mr. Berge said the profits boosted by perfume sales would help the 
firm ride out, "rather unfavourable circumstances'' — an apparent 
reference to the expected effect of the bourse crash on sales of luxury 
goods. 

Figures released after Mr. Berge’s news conference showed 
perfumes will account for four-fifths of the projected 1987 turnover 
of $437 million. 

A deal Beree struck last year with Italian businessman Carlo De 
Benedetti and French financier Alain Mine allowed YSL to take over 
. its American perfume sales from Charles of the Ritz for $630 million. 

Opium, which a company spokeswoman said is the world's 
top-selling perfume in dollars earned, heads the YSL perfumes 


Several Hungarian enterprises 
face bankruptcy proceedings 


BUDAPEST (R) — The Hunga- 
rian Credit Bank (HNB) has 
launched bankruptcy proceedings 
against the Veszprem county 
state construction company and 
several small economic units, the 
official Hungarian news agency 
MTI has said. 

HNB Acting Manager Rezsoe 
Nyers told MTI between 50 and 
60 of the bank's debtors had 
solvency problems, among them 
large industrial companies. The 
agency did not say how many jobs 
were at risk. 

Hungary introduced Eastern 
Europe’s first stringent bankrupt- 
cy law in September of last year, 
while the introduction of compet- 
ing commercial banks this Janu- 
ary made the commercial solven- 
cy of customers a serious question 
for bankers. 


division. Other women’s perfumes are Y, Rive Gauche and Paris. 
They account for over 10 per cent of the European scent market. 

The company also makes two men’s perfumes. Pour Hommes and 
Kouros, and Mr. Berge said it will introduce a third next April. 

He said Japan accounted for more than 40 per cent of the 
company's fashion division sales, while Europe haa 35 per cent and 
the united States 17.9 per cent. 

Prices soar in Bangladesh 

AGARTALA, India (R) — Prices of essential foods and commod- 
ities have soared in Bangladesh in the wake of opposition-led strikes 
aimed at ousting the government. 

Reports from Bangladeshis arriving here said the wave of strikes 
had pushed up prices of essentials like salt, sugar, kerosene and 
pulses to three times their normal levels in Dhaka and the port of 
Chittagong. 

- Smugglers operating out of the north-eastern Indian state of 
Tripura said they had been cashing in since tension began rising in 
Bangladesh early last month. 


against eight state companies. 
Five have been reorganised, two 
were liquidated and one has been 
allowed to reschedule debts. 

Mr. Nyers said state organs 
were studying the situation of 
companies' where settlement was 
beyond the bank's capability. In 
cases where there was no hope of 
settling financial difficulties, the 
bank would institute winding-up 
procedures. 

The HNB plans to offer crisis 
management services for insol- 
vent companies with staff to be 
trained at foreign universities. 

The concept of unemployment 
is taboo in most communist coun- 
tries. but Hungary acknowledges 
that 50.000 of its citizens are out 
of work and ihat this figure may 
rise to 200,000 by 1990 as govern- 
ment reform and austerity mea- 
sures take effect. 


In the law's first year, bank- ment reform and austerity 
ruptcy pr oceedings were started sures take effect. 

China holds first land auction 

BEIJING lAPj — A real estate commission for restructuring the 
company in the south China city economic system, 
of Shenzhen bid 5.25 million yuan The government has chosen 
($1.42 million) to gain use of a Shenzhen, one of China’s four 
piece of land for 50 years in what main special economic zones, 
is believed to be China's first land along with Shanghai. Tianjin, 
auction. Canton and Hainan island as test 

The official Xinhua News cities for experiments in land 
Agency said that a total of 34 sales. The government will allow 
enterprises, including 11 foreign- transfer to "others of the right to 
funded ones, bid for the 8.5S8- use the land, 
square metre piece of land. The state in China formally 

Xinhua said the bidding was owns all land, and generally par- 
witnessed by Mr. Li Tieying, a cels it out to fanners or enter- 
member of the Communist Party prises on a no-pay or little-pay 
politburo and head of the state contract basis. 


"There is no ouestion but that 
their own inadequate policies 
were the primary source of the 
problem," they write. 

But they also attach some 
blame to the "haven" countries, 
including Switzerland. Luxem- 
bourg. "Panama, Britain and 
Japan as well as the United 
States. 

“The Unired StJtes, for exam- 
ple. offers substantial tax exemp- 
tion and. while it does not offer 
secrecy, it does offer deposit in- 
surance." they say. 

They point out that in 1984, the 
treasury exempted from the usual 
withholding tax the interest paid 
on U.S. bonds owned by people 
living in other countries, a move 
that" was swiftly followed by 
France. West Germany and 
Japan. 

Banks in the haven countries 
are also criticised. 

"It is one thing to accept the 
deposit of a neh foreigner on the 
same basis as (ihatl"af a poor 
native." the report says. "It is 
quite another to seek private pro- 
tit by encouraging practices that 
impoverish the" bulk of the 
population in the source coun- 
tries." 

Banks should stop soliciting 
clients in poor countries and stop 
providing "pouch services" to en- 
able those clients to move money 
out illegally, the study says. 

Swiss lift 
bank secrecy 
in some cases 

ZURICH (R) — Switzerland has 
been lifting its stnet bank secrecy 
in the past five years to help U.S. 
investigators probe alleged insid- 
er trading even thoueh that is not 
yet illegal here, a Swiss official 
has said. 

Mr. Peter Forstmoser said 
Switzerland granted half the re- 
quests by the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
under a” 1982 pact between the 
two countries in connection with 
questionable stock transactions 
executed on U.S. markets. 

Mr. Forstmoser is chairman of 
an independent commission that 
oversees implementation of this 
memorandum of understanding. 

"There have been around five 
or six requests from the SEC, and 
each one usually involves two or 
three banks and’ between two and 
10 people 3t each bank,’’ Mr. 
Forstmoser told a meeting of the 
Swiss-American Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“We would give information 
about a dealer who was trading 
for his own account, for instance" 
but not abuui an 85-year-old 
widow who had given him abso- 
lute authority to trade for her. In 
all. I would say we provided 
information in about naif the 
cases." he said. 

Inside dealing generally means 
making a profit "on stock deals 
based on using privileged in- 
formation not available to the 
public. 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


8 Rubbish 

9 Flower part 

10 Mountain 

11 Christie work 

12 Machete 

13 Portent 
21 Agnus — 

23 Wine drink 

26 Haring wrings 

27 Pastries 
29 Dross of a 

metal 

31 Epic narrative 

32 — room 

33 Ok 

34 Tripping 

35 Blunder 

37 Hoodlums 

38 Stockings 

39 Biddy 

41 Lessened 
44 Regatta 
member 

48 Health resort 

50 Poorest 

51 Related 
matonwRy 


nrann nnrara aagtjn 
nnnn nnnn gnnna 
nnnn nnnn^nnnnn 
nrannnnnnnni?) nnn 
- nnn nnnnnn 
nnnntin nnnnn m 
non anna nnnn 
nnnn 

nnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn onnnnnx 
nnnrann ~ oog-^ 
nnn nnnnnnnnnnn 

nnnnn nnnn, nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nano 


mm 



DIST. EDITORS PRESS SERVICE, IN 



“An apple a day didn't keep the 
doctor away. Can I sue an apple 
for malpractice?” 



WfeWliBPEi 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

« by Henn Arnold and Bob Lee 


Andy Capp 


53 Maxim 

54 Do-noth- 
ing 

55 Hotbeds 

58 Looking as K 
gnawed 


57 **— Gorki 

58 State 

60 Latvian 

52 Old card 
game 
54 Rage 


Horoscope not received 





Awn 


Yesterday's 


WHAT YOU MIGHT 
HAVE TO DO IN 
ORPERTOSET 
YOUR HEAP ABOVE 
THE CROWD*. 

L A 


Now arrange trie circled tetters to 
(Orm ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


XXXU™ r LXXU out 

tAnswers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: INLET LUNGE HICCUP BEACON 
Answer: What they used to do at the clothesline— 
“HANGOUT* 



















World news 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY DECEMBER 7, 1987 



Britons blame U.S. more than 
Soviets for nuclear arms race 

Poll: Soviets, Americans harbour positive feelings 


LONDON (Agencies) — Britons blame the United 
States more than the Soviet Union for the nuclear 
arms race, according to a new survey of British 
attitudes toward nuclear weapons. 


The study by Reading Universi- 
ty and the Polling organisation 
Taylor Nelson Monitor found 
that 49 per cent of Britons think 
the United States is responsible 
for continuing the arms race, 
while 45 per cent blame the 
Soviet Union. 

In publishing selected findings 
from the study Sunday. Reading's 
Department of Politics said 50 
per cent of Britons believe the 
arms race will continue despite 
U.S.-Soviet initiatives to reduce 
their arsenals. 

Thirty per cent of the 2,347 
people 16 and over who were 
questioned said they did not think 
the arms race would continue at 
rhe current rate, and 20 per cent 
said they did not know. 

No margin of error was listed. 

The suivey was conducted be- 


fore the superpowers reached 
agreement to eliminate medium- 
and shorter-range nuclear 
weapons, the subject of this 
week's summit between U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Authors of the study said it was 
the most comprehensive ever 
undertaken in Britain to deter- 
mine attitudes toward nuclear 
weapons. 

It indicated that 44 per cent of 
the British people believe a nuc- 
lear conflict is inevitable. In a 
similar U.S. study conducted be- 
fore the 1984 election, 68 per cent 
said they thought nuclear war 
would occur if the superpowers 
continued to build their nuclear 
arsenals. 

On the question of nuclear 


survival, 82 per cent of Britons 
said they did not think they could 
survive a nuclear conflict" 8 per 
cent thought they could and 10 
per cent said they did not know. 
The U.S. study said 77 per cent of 
Americans believed they would 
have a poor chance of survival if 
there was a nuclear war. 

Meanwhile a new poll, the first 
to be taken simultaneously in the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union, 
showed Soviet and American 
citizens harbour positive feelings 
towards one another but are wary 
of the opposing governments. 

The poll was carried out on 
behalf of Newsweek by the Gal- 
lup Organisation and in the 
Soviet Union by the Institute for 
Sociological Research for the 
Academy of Sciences on behalf of 
the Soviet Press Agency Novosti. 

It was Taken for release ahead 
of the Dec. 7-10 superpower sum- 
mit in Washington. 

In the poll 63 per cent of 
Americans said thev felt friendlv 


toward the Soviet people but 75 
per cent had a negative attitude 
toward the Kremlin. 

In the Soviet Union, SI per 
cent said they had mostly positive 
feelings about Americans, but 58 
per cent said they felt negatively 
toward the U.S. government. 

In other findings. 43 per cent of 
U.S. citizens felt their country 
should be military superior to the 
Soviet Union compared to 50 per 
cent who believed it should be 
about equal. Soviets, by 71 per 
cent to 15. felt parity was best. 

Americans were about evenly 
split in their impression of U.S.- 
Soviet relations — 43 per cent 
said they were satisfied and 44 
per cent said they were not. Only 
four per cent were very satisfied. 

But 70 per cent of Soviets said 
they were not satisfied, and 84 
per cent said they were very 
interested in news stories about 
superpower relations. Only 36 
per cent of Americans answered 
this question in the strongest 
positive terms. 


Ortega rejects direct talks with contras 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
President Daniel Ortega has 
ruled out direct talks between the 
Nicaraguan government and 
U.S.-backed rebels aimed at 
speeding up efforts to end the 
nearly 6-year-old insurgency. 

“That meeting,” he told repor- 
ters, “would not make any 
sense.” 

At such talks, he said, “there 
would be a U.S. delegation (the 
rebels) which could not make 
decisions with a Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment delegation which could 
decide." 

“The logical thing is that if a 
meeting of that nature is desired, 
the United States sits down with 
Nicaragua to discuss the issues,” 
he told reporters , after meeting 
with a U.S. congressional delega- 


tion. 

Cardinal Miguel Obando Y 
Bravo, the mediator in peace 
talks between the rebels and the 
Sandinista government, had said 
he would insist on direct negotia- 
tions to help bring about a cease- 
fire. 

The contra rebels announced 
Saturday in San Jose. Costa Rica, 
that they would impose a 36-hour 
truce, starting at noon on Dec. 7, 
to help create conditions for a 
permanent ceasefire. 

The Nicaraguan Resistance, 
the contras' umbrella organisa- 
tion, said that if the Sandinista 
government accepted the truce, 
the rebels would agree to a 
Christmas ceasefire, on Dec. 22- 
Jan- 6. 


Mr. Ortega, in response to the 
contra proposal, said: “If a cease- 
fire is desired, the United States 
must cease the fire because they 
are the ones who are making war 
on Nicaragua." 

“Our position,” he said, “is 
that we cannot give a truce to the 
contras, to those mercenaries, 
those terrorists who are killing 
our people.” 

“We are going to continue 
fighting them tooth and nail every 
day of December and while they 
are trying to attack and are 
attacking the Nicaraguan peo- 
ple.'’ he added. 

Mr. Ortega called the indirect 
talks “a positive element." He 
added, "we cannot expect that all 
the problems will be resolved in 
one meeting.” 


Yeltsin critic sacked in 
Moscow party shake-up 


has now also been 
newspaper Vecher- 
reported 


on 


MOSCOW (R) - A Moscow 
official who described working 
with the city's dismissed Com- 
munist Party chief Boris Yeltsin 

as “torture" w 1 

ousted, the 
nyaya Moskva 
Saturday. 

The report said new Moscow 
party chief Lev Zaikov had pres- 
ided over a reshuffle of the top 
ranks of the city party organisa- 
tion at a plenum held on Friday. 

It said Vladimir Skitev had 
been removed as head of the 


Moscow Organisational Party 
Work Department, a coordinat- 
ing body. He was transferred to a 
job on the Moscow City Council 
in a move which represents a 
demotion. 

At the Nov. 11 session which 
ousted Mr. Yeltsin, Mr. Skitev 
made one of the sharpest denun- 
ciations of the outgoing Moscow 
chief, who was sacked for criticis- 
ing top party organs and contend- 
ing Kremlin reforms had not 
changed people's lives. 


Gunmen kill 2, injure 13 
at New York social club 


NEW YORK (AP) — Gunmen 
opened fire inside a crowded so- 
cial dub during a dance, killing 
two people and injuring 13 
others, police said. 

Investigators believe there 
were five gunmen involved in the 
shootings early Saturday because 
they found evidence that 100 bul- 
lets were fired from five weapons, 
including a .30-calibre rifle. 
Police Lt. Anthony Mara said. 
No weapons were recovered and 


no arrests had been made by late 
Saturday afternoon. 

The shooting occurred about 5 
a.m. at the Esquire Hall Social 
Club in Brooklyn’s Crown 
Heights neighbourhood, where a 
promoter had promised “tight, 
tight, tight security" for the party 
in the rough neighbourhood. 

Between 300 and 400 people, 
most in their 20s, were at the 
dance when the violence broke 
out. police said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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RUBBER BRIDGE 
Both vulnerable. South deals. 
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<?K66 
OAQJ62 
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*Q8 

7AQ1073 
OK 104 
*A85 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 7 Pass 2 0 Pass 

3 0 Pass 3 7 Pass 

4 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of * 


Rubber bridge and duplicate 
sometimes seem as if they are two 
different games. Consider this 
hand and decide how you would 
play at duplicate and whether you 
would follow the same line playing 
for money. 

At duplicate, your first consider- 
ation is what the contract is likely 
to be at the other tables. With a 
combined count of 27 high-card 
points and an eight-card major-suit 
Jit you can safely assume that 


OR DUPLICATE? 
four hearts will be the popular con- 
tract- Thus you cannot afford to 
take any anti-percentage plays 
since, if the odds hold true, you 
would simply be assuring yourself 
of a poor scone. 

Therefore, what do you do after 

the defenders start with three 
rounds 'of spades? You ruff and 
cash the ace-king of trumps. If both 
defenders follow, or if the Jack 
drops singleton, or if East turns up 
with four trumps to the jack, you 
can make the rest of the tncks. Un- 
fortunately, it is West who has 
four trumps headed by the knave 
so, like everyone else, you are 
doomed to defeat Tor an average 
score. 

At rubber bridge, you should not 
jeopardize your contract for an 
overtrick. You can make your con- 
tract even if you lose a trump trick, 
so the correct line after ruffing the 
spade is to cash the ace-queen of 
trumps, leaving the king in dummy 
as an entry. When the suit breaks 
4-1, you start on diamonds. Some- 
where along the line the defender 
with the long trumps will ruff, but 
that will be the third and last trick 
for his side. You win any return, 
draw the last trump by entering 
dummy with the king and cash 
whatever diamonds still remain. In 
ail you make five trump tricks, 
four diamonds and the ace of clubs. 


Mystery 
surrounds 
ship fire 
that caused 
23 to drown 
off Spain 

LA CORUNNA. Spain (R) — A 
freighter from which 23 Chinese 
and Hong Kong crew members 
plunged to their deaths in icy 
waters off north western Spain 
was still on fire on Sunday, mari- 
time officials said. 

The crew members, including a 
woman, died fleeing the blaze 
which began on Saturday morn- 
ing after a mystery blast on board 
the vessel 15 miles out to sea. 

Eight survivors were plucked 
from the Atlantic by ships and 
helicopters operating in what one 
rescuer said were appalling condi- 
tions. 

A maritime official told Reu- 
ters flames prevented investiga- 
tors from boarding the vessel to 
look for the cause of the explo- 
sion. 

The abandoned freighter, the 
Panama-registered Cason, was 
swept to shore by strong winds 
and ran aground near the port of 
Vigo. Witnesses on land said they 
could still hear small explosions 
on board. 

Early on Sunday morning it 
was still unclear what the ship was 
carrying. But a survivor, engineer 
Chiu Sing-Man, said the cargo 
was in container* carrying a skull- 
and-crossbones danger warning. 

Rescue workers said they had 
ordered the survivors' clothing to 
be analysed for clues. 

Chiu said the ship was tossed 
about in a heavy storm before 
dawn on Saturday when there 
was an explosion. 

The fire spread so quickly no- 
body had time to think, he said. 

The captain gave the order to 
abandon' ship and the crew flung 
themselves into the rough seas*", 
some in liferafts but others with 
just lifejackets on. 

“We all hurried straight into 
the liferafts and threw ourselves 
into the water." an unidentified 
survivor told Spanish radio'. 

Hospital sources said none of 
the dead crew' members — 22 
Chinese and one from Hong 
Kong — appeared to have suf- 
fered bums, although some may 
have died in carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 


Carlucci 
orders 
$33b cut in 
Pentagon 
budget 

WASHINGTON (R) — In a 
move almost sure to result in a 
smaller U.S. military force. De- 
fence Secretary Frank Carlucci 
has ordered a 533-billion cut in 
the 19S9 Pentagon budget, a 
senior defence official has said. 

Pentagon Comptroller Robert 
Helm told Reuters that Mr- Car- 
lucci ordered the 10 per cent cut 
under an agreement last month 
by White House and congression- 
al negotiators to trim the 1989 
defence budget from $3 23 billion 
to 1290 billion. 

“Assuming that agreement is 
fully implemented, we are going 
to "have to find $33 billion in 
cuts," Mr. Helm said in an inter- 
view. 

Mr. Carlucci told reporters at a 
NATO defence ministers meeting 
in Brussels last week he would do 
everything he could to keep all of 
the more than 320,000 American 
troops stationed in Europe, but 
he could not guarantee that if the 
overall U.S. troops strength was 
trimmed. 


Aquino calls for clean 
elections after 9 deaths 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino appealed on Sunday 
for peace in next month’s Philip- 
pines local elections after nine 
people were killed in poll-related 
violence barely one week after 
campaigning began. 

“We should strive to attain a 
clean and peaceful election,” 
Mrs. Aquino said in her weekly 
radio broadcast. 

Four candidates in the Jan. IS 
election and five of their aides 
have died in separate incidents 
throughout the country. Author- 
ities believe the violence will 
escalate in the coming weeks. 

Local elections in the Philip- 
pines have a history of violence. 
Filipinos describe them as affairs 
traditionally run by “guns, goons 
and gold,” during which personal 
and political rivalries often turn 
into provincial battles for power. 

Officials have recommended 
postponing the election in “hot 
spot” areas in one northern pro- 
vince and at least six provinces in 
southern Mindanao Island. 

Mindanao military commander 


Brigadier-General Jesus Hermo- 
sa said some candidates in the 
region were backed by notorious 
armed groups that have allegedly 
spread violence in previous elec- 
tions. 

At least 50 people were killed 
in last May's congressional elec- 
tion which local and military offi- 
cials described as relatively 
peaceful. 

During the broadcast, Mrs. 
Aquino also asked listeners to 
report cheating in the polls, 
where more than 150,000 candi- 
dates are vying for 75 provincial 
governorships and 1,500 city and 
town mayoralties. 

“Please let me know so that we 
can do something about it,” said 
Mrs. Aquino in reference to 
possible fraudulent voting. 

It will be the first local election 
under her 21-month-old adminis- 
tration. 

The military has suggested that 
voting should be held a month 
later in certain areas to give 
soldiers time to secure volatile 
provinces. 


U.S. probes Marcos real 
estate link with Khashoggi 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos and his wife, Imelda. 
have been informed that they are 
the targets of an investigation by 
a federal grand jury in New York, 
the Washington Post said on 
Sunday. 

The newspaper said the cou- 
ple's attorney. Richard Hibey. 
confirmed that the ousted Philip- 
pine leader was a target of tne 
investigation, but declined to say 
whether his wife was. 

Other grand jury investigations 
involve Marcos and the Philip- 
pines, but the New York probe is 
the only one in which the couple 
has been told by letter that they 
are targets, it added. 

Such letters usually precede 
indictments, but no decision has 
been made on whether to press 
charges and any such action 
would have to be approved by the 


White House, the paper said. 

The Post said the New York 
grand jury was investigating 
whether rhe Marcoses illegally 
acquired hundreds of millions of 
dollars of property and 
fraudulently tried to transfer it to 
Saudi businessman Adnan 
Khashoggi. 

Investigators were focusing on 
four Manhattan office buildings, 
the newspaper said. 

The Philippine government 
says in a civil suit that the prop- 
erties were bought with mis- 
appropriated government funds.' 

Citing unidentified sources 
close to the probe, the Post said 
federal prosecutors in New York 
were also investigating whether 
the couple bought millions of 
dollars worth of jewellery with 
funds illegally diverted from the 
Philippine government. 


China supports efforts to 
end Kampuchean conflict 


PEKING (AP) — China's Fore- 
ign Ministry Sunday voiced sup- 
port for Kampuchean Resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
following his talks with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen -of the Viet- 
nam-backed Phnon Penh govern- 
ment on ending the Kampuchean 
conflict. 

“China always respects and 
supports Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk's efforts to seek a fair 
and reasonable political settle- 
ment of the Kampuchean ques- 
tion," the ministry said. 


Prince Sihanouk and Mr. Hun 
Sen, following two days of meet- 
ings near Paris, on Thursday 
signed a joint communique 
affirming their common goal of 
ending the 9-year-old Kam- 
puchean conflict and calling for a 
political solution through nego- 
tiations involving all factions. 

China insists "that the Kam- 
puchean issue can be settled only 
if Vietnam pulls all its troops out 
of the country and the self-deter- 
mination of the Kampuchean 
people is guaranteed. 


Relatives of KAL victims to fly to Bangkok 


SEOUL (R) — Relatives of pas- 
sengers on a South Korean airlin- 
er which disappeared with 115 
people aboard will fly to Bangkok 
this week, officials of Korean Air 
Lines (KAL) said on Sunday. 

No trace of the KAL Boeing 
707 has been found despite inten- 
sive searches along the Thai-Bur- 
mese border where the plane was 
heading when it disappeared a 
week ago on a flight from Bagh- 


dad to Seoul. 

A KAL spokesman said more 
than 200 relatives of South Ko- 
rean victims would fly to Bang- 
kok on a special plane around 
Dec. 9. 

“They may hold a joint memo- 
rial service at the crash site if the 
wreckage is found,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Most of the 95 passengers on 


the missing plane were South 
Korean contract workers return- 
ing home from the Middle East. 
There were two foreigners 
aboard, an Indian and a citizen of 
the United Arab Emirates. 

South Korean officials suspect 
that an Asian couple who took 
poison capsules after disembark- 
ing from the plane at Abu Dhabi 
are North Korean agents who 
planted a bomb aboard. 


Victims of safari plane crash buried in Rwanda 


KIGALI (R) — The bodies of 1 1 
American safari tourists killed 
when their light plane crashed in 
north western Rwanda have been 
buried at the Rwandan town of 
Gisenyi. the U.S. embassy in 
Rwanda said on Sunday. 

An embassy spokeswoman told 
Reuters that as all the bodies 
were burned beyond recognition, 

the embassy had asked permis- 
sion for them to be buried at 
Gisenyi because of the logistical 
difficulties of returning them to 
the United States. 


“The families recognised this," 
she said. 

The bodies were buried on 
Saturday at a service conducted 
by a Catholic priest and a Baptist 
minister and attended by U.S. 
embassy officials. 

Also buried at Gisenyi were 
the two other occupants of the 
plane, the Kenyan pilot and 
another Filipino-bom passenger. 

The plane, a Cessna 404 char- 
tered in Kenya, crashed in a 
forest near Gisenyi while on a 
flight from Zaire. 


Nine of the American tourists 
who died in the crash came from 
the west Texas city of Amarillo. 
They had been on safari photo- 
graphing wild gorillas in Zaire. 

Rwandan aviation officials are 
still investigating the cause of the 
crash of the plane, which took off 
from Goma, in eastern Zaire, on 
Thursday evening. 

Rwanda's President Major- 
General Juvenal Habyarimana 
has meanwhile sent condolences 
to U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan. 


FBI finds arms left by Cubans at Atlanta jail 


Atlanta or moved later. 

The machetes were fashioned 
on prison grinding wheels, Ken- 
nedy said. 

“They were making them from 
the very beginning, almost every 
day,” he said. “There are literally 
thousands of every description.” 

— — j .. The 360 FBI agents, wearing 

yealed no traps or holdouts hid- flak jackets and carrying M-16 
ing inside the stone prison, said rifles, began their sweep Saturday 


ATLANTA (AP) — FBI agents 
searching the Atlanta penitenti- 
ary found bottle bombs and 
thousands of homemade 
machetes that rebellious Cuban 
inmates left behind after sur- 
rendering the prison they ruled 
for 11 days. 

But the search Saturday re- 


Weldon Kennedy, special agent 
in charge of the Atlanta FBI 
office. 

Since releasing 89 hostages Fri- 
day. 936 inmates have left the 
prison peacefully and boarded 
buses bound for 47 other prisons 
across the country, he said. 

The remaining 186 detainees, 
all Cubans, are housed in cell- 
block A and may be kept in 


morning in the prison's tunnel 
system. No bodies were found, 
Kennedy said. 

Some inmates had claimed that 
men died in fires set after the 
prison revolt began on Nov. 23 
following a U.S.-Cuban agree- 
ment that prisoners feared would 
lead to their return to Cuba. At 
least three buildings were gutted 
by fire and one inmate was killed 


during the rebellion. 

The U.S.-Cuban agreement 
also sparked an uprising at a 
detention centre in Louisiana, 
where Cuban inmates surren- 
dered a week ago and released 
the 26 hostages they had held for 
eight days. 

Each detainee was strip-sear- 
ched as he left the prison in 
Atlanta, X-rayed for weapons 
and handcuffed before boarding a 
bus to Dobbins Air Force Base, 
said Justice Department spokes- 
man Patrick Korten. 

One Cuban inmate was trans- 
ferred to the U.S. Medical Centre 
for Prisoners at Springfield, Mis- 
souri, Justice Department 
spokeswoman Evan Gilman said 
Saturday. She had no details on 
his condition. 
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Egyptian artifact withdrawn from auction 

LONDON ( AP) — A small decorated sheet of gold depicting the 
coronation of Tutankhamen, the boy ruler of ancient Egypt, has 
been withdrawn from auction in London after an Egyptian 
protest, British press reports said Sunday. Christie’s made no 
immediate public statement. A security 1 guard there on Saturday 
night said there might be a comment on Monday. The weekly 
Observer reported" Yousef Sharara. Egypt's ambassador in 
London, stopped the sale by saying the sheet may have been 
smuggled out of Egypt after being taken from Tutankhamen’s 
tomb when it was discovered in 1922 in the Valiev of the Kings at 
Luxor. The tomb, cut into desert rock, had painted and engraved 
walls and contained artifacts of gold, wood and semi-precious 
stones. The weekly said Christie’s had returned the relic to the 
sellers, who are unidentified descendants of Wilhelm Horn, a 
Berlin collector born in 1S70. It said Horn knew all the leading 
archaeologists in the first decades of this century. The auction 
catalogue "said Horn bought the relic in Berlin in 1934. The 
Sunday Times quoted Professor John Harris, head of Egyptology 
at Britain's Durham University, as saying: “It is a blatant 
forgery." The Sunday Times said Harris's view was backed by 
Joachim Karrig. deputy head of the Egyptian Museum in Berlin, 
who said: “I only needed to glance at the Christie's catalogue to 
see that the piece was noi genuine." The report did not give the 
reasons for their doubts. 

‘Rambo’ comes to Thailand 

BANGKOK. Thailand (AP) — American actor Sylvester Stal- 
lone has shifted from Israel to Thailand to film a sequel to his 
"Rambo" series and traded his mercenary fatigues for a quiet life 
in a Buddhist monastery in an opening scene of the film. The 
41 -year-old actor arrived in Bangkok last Monday from Israel, 
where he spent three months working on the third of the Rambo 
films, in which he plat's a Vietnam war veteran taking on assorted 
dangerous missions. He is currently in the northern Thai province 
of Lamphun. where sequences about Rambo's monastic stint are 
being filmed at Prabudonabath Tak Pha Monastery. The star and 
his production crew will spend about three weeks and between $2 
million and 54 million filming in Thailand, said unit publicist Tom 
Gray. They are to return to Bangkok to film a warehouse fight 
scene with bamboo sticks. Gray said in a telephone interview. The 
$31-million Film deals with a “very current political situation 
involving the Afghans and other obvious groups," Gray said, 
declining to give further details ot the movie’s plot. "Mr. Stallone 
is happy to be here, very fond of the country and grateful to the 
monks who have allowed the filming." the spokesman said. On 
Saturday, the temple's abbot asked "Stallone to affix a gold leaf 
decoration on to a temple built in honour of a deceased senior 
monk whose remains are to be cremated in Januaiy. Gray said. 

Shepherd lives with flock for 15 years 

CAGLIARI,- Sardinia ( AP) — A 62-year-old Sardinian shepherd 
slept in a bed for the first time in 15 years after police arrested his 
employer, who had forced him to live with a flock of sheep in the 
pastures of this Italian island. Police on Friday arrested 57-year- 
old sheep farmer Anronie Angius, who had forced Pasquale 
Mereu to sleep and eat: with the flock of sheep he tended in the 
southern Sardinian countryside, the ANSA news agency re- 
ported. Angius. whose property is in the town of Vjflasalto near 
the city of Cagliari, was accused on unlawful restraint and 
personal violence. Since he left the home where he had lived with 
four brothers and a sister some 15 years ago. the shepherd stayed 
with 50 of Angius' flock of 400 sheep, dressed in dirt}' and ragged 
canvas clothing and shoes with holes. ANSA reported. Angius did 
not allow Mereu. who speaks only the Sardinian dialect. t"o leave 
his flock and fed him only pieces "of cheese, according to ANSA. 
The shepherd ate his first hot meal in years — meat and pasta — 
at police barracks Friday and spent his first night in a comfortable 
bed at his brother’s house. 

Pioneer transplant surgeon honoured 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Several hundred people honoured 
Dr. Christiaan Barnard on the 20th anniversary of the pioneer 
surgeon's first human heart transplant. The event marked Dr. 
Barnard's feat on Dec. 3. L%7. at Groote Schuur Hospital in 
Cape Town, South Africa. Earlier. Barnard was host of a 
symposium on heart transplant surgery at Baptist Medical Centre 
in Oklahoma City. "I am extremely pleased to see that heart 
transplantation has become such a widely accepted procedure.” 
Dr. Barnard said. Among those who honoured Dr. Barnard was 
Dr. C. Walton Lillehei. former professor of surgery at the 
University of Minnesota Medical School who taught Dr.’ Barnard 
and others who pioneered heart transplantation" Prof. Lillehei. 
called the “father of open heart surgery.” talked of the 1950s 
when Minnesota surgeons tried lowering the body temperature 
enough to work inside the human heart. Dr. Barnard was one of 
Prof. Lillehei's students, and the aging professor was not about to 
let his 65-year-old pupil forget it. "Chris generously admits that I 
taught him everything he Imows about "cardiac surgery,” Prof. 
Lillehei told the black-tie dinner. “1 have to remind him 
periodically that I haven’t taught him everything I know." 

$1,000 bequeathed to each police officer 

HOB ART, Indiana ( AP) — A widow who had little contact with 
the city’s 30 police officers left them $1,000 each because she 
thought they did a good job, say's the lawyer who drew up the 
bequest. Florence A. Wiesjahn, who died on Dec. 13. 1986, lived 
alone after her husband's death in 1975 and was confident police 
were protecting her. Attorney James Bezik said. Bozik said Mrs. 
Weisjahn, who had no children, wanted to leave something to this 
Chicago suburb of 23.000 people. She specified the police officers 
because she feared officials would use money to “put up a 
plaque.” The police learned of the gift only Wednesday when all 
the paperwork was completed and city clerk-treasurer Margaret 
Kuchta, who also is mayor-elect, called them into a briefing. “We 
thought she was going io tell us how she was going to handle the 
police department in office as mayor." said Sgt. John Clemmons. 
She s not one to make jokes about things, but until we got the 
checks, we didn’t believe it.” 

Detectives sniff out scent thefts 

GRASSE, France (R) — Three chemists in this capital of the 
worlds perfume industry have been charged with industrial 
espionage after detective tracked their scent thefts through a 
computer trail, police sources said on Friday. The sources said the 
theft was discovered at the Mero factor}', a subsidiary of leading 
European perfume group Sanofi, after Mero executives found 
that newly created rival company, Aromatech, was marketing 
scents identical to theirs. Suspicions were further raised when a 
Mero “nose,’ as the perfume chemists are known, submitted his 
resignation. He was met by detectives on leaving the factory, and 
several chemical formulas were found inside his briefcase. 
Investigators then searched the Aromatech computers and found 
exact copies of the Mero scents. Aromatech was founded by two 
former Mere employees, Alain Dutto and Noel Girosetti,’ who 
were charged along with their accomplice, Didier Pinault, the 
sources said. 
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